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Important Dates - Term 4

2024-2025 Term Dates:

Term 1 — Mon 2™ Sept 2024 — Fri 25" Oct 2024
Term 2 — Mon 4" Nov 2024 — Fri 20*" Dec 2024
Term 3 — Mon 6% Jan 2025 — Fri 14™ Feb 2025
Term 4 — Mon 24t Feb 2025 — Fri 4t April 2025
Term 5 —Tues 22" April 2025 — Fri 23" May 2025
Term 6 — Mon 2" June 2025 — Tues 22" July 2025

Inset Days:
Monday 2™ Sept 2024

Tuesday 3" Sept 2024
Friday 25t Oct 2024
Monday 6% Jan 2025

Friday 14%" February 2025

Monday 2™ June 2025

e Sunday 30" June — Backwell Walking Carnival

¢ Monday 1°t July — BJS Year 6 and Class Photos

e Tuesday 2" July — Move-Up Day

e Friday 5" July — 3J Cake Sale

e Monday 8" July — Year 3 Visit from Rainforest Dave

e Tuesday 9" July — Year 6 Leavers Production — Dress
Rehearsal 2pm

e Wednesday 10" July — Year 6 Leavers Production
6.30pm (parents invited)

e Thursday 11™ July — Year 1 trip to Clevedon Pier
e Thursday 11 July — Last Tennis Club at WL

e Thursday 11t July — 4C Class Assembly

e Friday 12 July — Last Athletics Club at WL

e Tuesday 16" July — Prize Giving at BJS 9.15am

e Wednesday 17% July — Year 6 Leavers Service 2.30pm
@ St Andrew’s Church

e Friday 19" July — Reports out to Parents
e Friday 19% July — Last Gym Club at WL
e Monday 22" July — BJS Open Evening Time TBC

e Tuesday 23" July — WL Year 2 Leavers Service at
9.15am

e Tuesday 23" July — BJS Leavers Service — School Hall
e Tuesday 23" July — Last day of Term 6

e Monday 2" September — Inset Day 1

 Tuesday 3™ September — Inset Day 2

e Wednesday 4" September — Start of Term 1



https://www.backwellfederation.co.uk/page/?title=Letters+to+Parents+%2D+West+Leigh&pid=441
https://www.backwellfederation.co.uk/page/?title=BJS+Letters+to+parents&pid=440

Rabbit Class News

Rabbit Class had an amazing time during our recent Geography Day. We dressed up in clothes that
showed a country we had links to or were interested in. Some of the many countries represented
were Wales, Ireland, France, Japan, Brazil and the Artic. We had a lot of fun finding these places on a
world map.

We had some special visitors. Tata Marie shared interesting facts about Paris and taught us some
French. We also had a chance to do some Greek cooking and made an orange syrup cakes. It was

very yummy!! I « | |

Year 2 Walk to Backwell Lake

On Tuesday 11th June, Year 2 visited Backwell Lake to look at the
plants and wildlife that live there. We looked around the water, in
the grass, and in the lake itself with the help of Tom the
environmentalist. We saw lots of different animals, including swans
and signets, water snails and water scorpions. We then took part in
a storytelling workshop with Michael. We had a fantastic time!
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Thanks to our wonderful PTA, we were able to secure a large grant from Stancombe Quarry towards
the design and installation of new wall art in our school. The PTA very kindly funded the additional
amount needed.

After much discussion with the School Council, it was decided that our school would benefit from a
World Map in the Badger and Owl corridor; a timeline in the Year 2 corridor; the West Leigh Wishes
in the school hall; and a bright welcoming display in the reception area. The School Council did a
fantastic job thinking about what was needed to support our learning as well as making our school
and corridors warm and welcoming. A huge thank you to Stancombe Quarry for the grant; to our
amazing PTA for helping us secure this grant plus making up the difference; ‘Promote Your School’
who designed and installed the wall art; and our brilliant School Council for making such great
decisions!

Amazingly the weather behaved itself for our West Leigh Sports Day on Thursday 20th June! There
was amazing teamwork, determination and even a little bit of competiveness both on the track and
with the ‘field events’. It was wonderful to see everyone taking part with enthusiasm and with a
smile on their face! Thank you to everyone who was able to come and cheer everyone on and a
special well done to everyone who took part in the parents’ race! . - mg ¥ ; %




WL Sports Day Pictures cont’d

Year 2 Explorer Dome

On Friday 21st June, Year 2 had a very exciting visit from the
Explorer Dome. It allowed us to consolidate all of our geography
and science knowledge. We learnt about different habitats and
climates, the animals that live in them and even got to see dry ice.
What an amazing experience!

www.backwellfederation.co.uk W



Congratulations to our West Leigh Superstars

Thursday 13 June
Reception — Autumn, Elvina
Year 1 - Amber, Billy, Theo, Finley
Year 2 — Dean, Daniel

Thursday 27" June
Reception —Isa
Year 1 — Wilson, Hattie
Year 2 — Hunter, Sammy




WL PTA News

A HUGE 'Thank You' to all parents, carers, grandparents, family and friends for your continued support of PTA
events and initiatives. Most recently, our funds have been used to support and enhance the Geography Day
on 18th June and the Explorer Dome which Year 2 enjoyed last week. We have more projects planned and
look forward to updating you on them soon! In the meantime, a few special thanks and updates...

WL & BIJS Joint Summer Fair - THANK YOU!

The joint West Leigh and Backwell Junior School Summer Fair was a huge success last weekend. THANK YOU SO
MUCH to everyone that came on the day, supported from afar, baked cakes, bought raffle tickets and donated
tombola prizes. We are thrilled to announce we raised a magnificent £4044 which will be split equally between
the two schools.

Extra special thanks to the amazing volunteers who organised, set up and manned the various stalls on the day
and to those that helped tidy up at the end. We cannot run these events and raise the money that we do to
support the school without volunteers, so thank you thank you thank you. Same again next year?!

Brand new Wall Art!
The school have now had fresh new Wall Art installed in the reception area, hall and corridors thanks to a grant
from Stancombe Quarry and PTA funds. If you pop your head into the reception/school office area you will see
vibrant new graphics welcoming visitors to the school and below you can see what now adorns the wall in the
Yearl/Reception corridor. ———— _

Tea Towels
The tea towels order is now in and we are hoping to get these back very soon and will let everyone know when

they are here!

Matched Funding

In previous years the PTA has been really well supported by parents who work at companies who operate a
matched funding scheme, where the parents' companies ‘match’ charity fundraising undertaken by their
employees — so they donate the same amount to the charity, on top of what has already been raised! It’'s been
an amazing way to boost the PTA funds, so if you work in a company that does this, please get in touch as we
would love to hear from you! Companies we have been supported by in the past are Lloyds and Hargreaves-
Lansdown - however, it is a scheme operated by many, so please check with your HR department to find out if
this is something available to you too!

Party Kit Hire

Love parties, hate waste? Save money and the planet, and raise money for West Leigh PTA at the same time!
Hire our party kit with everything you need for up to 30 children - plates, bowls, cups, jugs, trays and serving
bowls plus some bunting to brighten things up. Collection and return is in Backwell. Hire is £5, plus £20
refundable deposit when returned clean and undamaged.

To check availability, book a slot or for any other questions contact Amy at westleighpta@gmail.com

W@ www.backwellfederation.co.uk w’:@
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BJS — Morfa Bay

What a fantastic time Year 6 had at Morfa Bay, the weather was wonderful and the children came
back happy but exhausted!

Activities included abseiling, zip lines, archery, crate stack, sea activities and of course the muddy
assault course.

The week ended with a BBQ and disco — thank you to all the staff that attended and of course Year 6

who all made this residential a trip to remember
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BJS - Mural

The school council are thrilled with the new mural. They worked closely with the Artist Sophie
Rae to create something which reflected the progress they make at school and the values we
hold. There are three bees within the picture to represent our Backwell B's and each of our
houses are shown through the seeds and leaves of each tree to show how the children arrive

with us as seeds and grow into trees. Please do come and take a closer look ()

Parking at BJS

The school office have received a large number of neighbourhood complaints regarding parking at school.
There has been an increase in the number of parents dropping their children off by car directly opposite
Backwell Juniors. We'd like to remind everyone that it is illegal to stop on the painted zig zag lines outside
school, but it is also unsafe to park on the road due to the narrowness of the lanes etc.

Several children have mentioned that they feel unsafe walking to and from school due to the speed and
number of cars on this road and so we politely ask for you to refrain from dropping off in these areas and

park on Dark Lane and walk the short distance to school to drop off/pick up. This additional 5 minutes is a
small ask given these safety concerns.

Thank you for your cooperation.
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The Book Corner is an opportunity to celebrate everything we love about reading here at
Backwell Juniors. From monthly book recommendations to reading support/ updates/ events- it
can all be found in the Book Corner!

Library Summer Reading Challenge

BOOK CORNER

The Library Summer Reading Challenge is back for 2024! We look forward to an assembly with the library service on
Wednesday 10" July but in the meantime, here is some information about this year's chzllenge:

THE
READING
AGENCY

summerreadingchallenge.org.uk

Children — unleash your crestivity with this yesr's Summer Reading Challenge. Marvellous Makers!
The Summer Reading Challenge is a FREE holiday activity for children. it's sll sbout reading for fun, siming to
improve children’s reading skills and confidence. The Challenge runs every year throughout the summer holidays.
All children aged 4-11 are welcome to take part!
Children can read anything they ke (really — anything!) and collect free rewards for their reading. Just pop in to your

local library or visit summerreadingchallenge.org.uk to sign up. Whether you're 8 budding artist or & dreamer of distant
worlds, there's sure to be a book fo inspire you on our shelves.

This year, we're painting ocutside the lines and dancing to the rhythm of our own stories with a chalienge focused on
creativity! Children will b2 able to find new reads linked to their favourite creative arts, and access free activities at the
library. From dance to drawing. junk modeling to music, there's something for everyons.

The Challenge starts on Saturday 6" July and runs untll Saturday 14* Sepfember across all North Somerast libraries




BJS — Book Corner

MONTHLY MUST READS

Each month, we post a selection of “hot off the press’ recommended reads...

Thess are taken from ‘The Reader Teacher’ httpsy//www.thereaderteacher.com/ = fantastic source of reads, reviews
=nd recommendations at K51 and K52. These books are not currently on the 30 Reads list but could be added under the

“your choice’ section on the 30 Reads log. These books can also be reserved and borrowed from Mailsea Library &

JUNE

Fiction book of the month

Interest age: 9+

Independent reading age: 10+
Sef in Juniper five years hefore A
Kind of Spark comes 8 powerful
coming-of-age story from awsnd-
winning suthor El= |dshlicoll

As Keedis and her twin Ming
spprosch their fourteenth birhdsy,
fhey seem fo only be growing further
sparf. Kegdie insiesd feals drawn fo,
and fiercely profective of, their quisd
younger sisfer Addie — who on the
suiface is the opposite of loud and
fiery Hegdig, but in facf they have

more in commaon than anyone Knows.

Interest age: 8+

Independent reading age: 9+

Deep in the heart of Swanses, Wales, fves 2
small girl with some big secrets fo keep. Secrefs
fthat make her one of the best sofresses on the
plznef - becsuse no-one would ever think that,
sway from school Audrey is the sofe carer for
her incressingly sich mam and her fwo younger
sibfings ... or 5 sessoned fhief

Inspired by her beloved coffection of stamps, her
frignaly neighbourhood postman (and fellow
stamp coftecfor], and her two best fnends, off
Audrey musf go- on an sdventure that will lead
her to pisces - and hesrfs - she never knew
exisfed,

Interest age: T+

Independent reading age: 8+

This boofe will explode in 5 minufes. NO
TIME T LOSE Agent Harmer must
folfow the red wire snd defuse the
Bomb before §'s boo fate. W ouwr
canine spy exfracrdingine save
everyone from being blasfed fo
smithereens? And just WHO plsnfed
fhe wreished bomb in the first place?!
Ee careful nof fo bark up the wrong
free, Hamer — if looks e something
uep)rﬁshymuk:fbe *shem* 3pau - -

This sfylish graphiz novel is 5 F;Lmy,
Buna. fwist on the fradiional spy caper.

FOR
W EE‘-}\ENTI

Interest age: ?-l
Independent reading age: &+
gin the Gods Squad in Ancienf
Egypt in the new hilznous
sdwventurs from fhe bestsefing
sufhor of fhe Who Lef fhe Gods
Ouf seres!

The Gods Squsd is hack!
Vesper snd Asfer sre in knois.

Wicked Egyptisn immorisl Seth
has kidnapped fhe Sun God, Ra.

Interest age: §+

Independent reading age: 3+

A gripping, page-turning mysfery sdvenfure from the
bestselling sufhor of modem clsssic The Goldfish
Baoy

Cory dreads Sunday evenings. If's school the mext
day, where 8 bully is pishing on him and he's
struggling fo keep up in clzss. The night before 2
Monday thaf will include & maths test and another
Ionely lunch bresk, Cory wishes fhat the weskend
would never end .. snd when he wakes up the next
dsy, time hss reset iself o Sundsy moming. This is
amazing! He can lounge sbout &l day watching TV,
hawve pizzs for dinner over and owver agait and play
fhe Ioftery knowing whish numbers will win big!

Euf Gory so0on longs for iife to move on - can he
bresk the fime loop snd bring the forever weskend
fo 5 close?

Interest age: T+
Independent reading age: 8+

Two hoys and 8 QUREERGE A dark,
mystenous forest. And s squsd of
smy-frained mercenanes searching for
fhem. What cowld possibly go wrong?
Falling behind their classmaies on 8
school tip to the Alps, Finn and Mio
stumble upon sn egg bured in ice.
Lafer that night i hatches snd 8 65-
million-yesr-old baby is bom: Ary is 5
MirrERiAr brought back from

ot
Euf keeping her ssfe proves harder
Wicked scienfisfs will do snypthing o get
fheir hands on her, and soon Finn and
Mo must run for their lfves ..

We'd love to hear from you if you read any of the above! Write or type a book review and hand in to either Mrs

Barnard or the school office é




BJS — PTA News

]

Backwell Junior School PTA News

/ Summer Fair Thank You! \

Backwell Junior School Association and West Leigh Infants PTA would like to say a huge thank you to anyone
who came to the Summer Fair on Saturday or bought raffle tickets beforehand. It was wonderful to see so
many of you there and to see the children enjoying themselves on the inflatable assault course, playing games
and soaking a teacher.

Cwr final total was just over £4000! This will be split equally between the two schools and BISA will be adding
to our total via Matched Funding.

We'd like to say an extra thank you to all our volunteers who helped with the planning and organisation
beforehand or who helped out on the day. We couldn’t run events like this without your support so thank you!
End of Year Disco
On Tuesday 23™ July we will be running an End of Year Disco at the Parish Hall for the children to celebrate the
end of the school year with their friends. Years 3 & 4 will be discoing £:30pm — 6pm, Years 5 & & will be
discoing 6:30-Bpm. Ticket sales will start and more information will follow on 1% July.

4 N

Mural Update:

Ower half term the mural on
the wall of 5PB was
completed by Sophis Ras
and laoks fabulouws. Thank
wou ta the Schoal Council
for their amazing design
ideas and input on this

ad\l_ ™

L.T Fundraiser:
This year the majority of gur fundraising will go towards new 1T equipment for the dassrooms.
The eventuzl aim is for each classroom to have 15 pieces of LT eguipment (tablets or laptops) plus Fundraising Events Totals
a storzge/charging unit for them. We currently have 4 of these fully filled storsge units across the Summer Fair - £4067 34
school. Class Cake Sale Totals —

LT equipment is such a necessary part of school life and can be used in every subject to benefit the ES—£090.82

children's education. GHE-£119.27
The committee had 3 mesting with hr Webster and Mrs Steel recenthy to discuss the bast way to Thank you all for your

use the funding we raise and it was decided to prioritise the school's LT eguipment plan. support!
If you would like to denate directly please CLICK HERE.

\ any thanks for your ongoing support. _/ \\_ -/

BJSA UPCOMING EVENTS

Fundraising Events- Class Cake Sales-

Sponsored Sunflower Growing Competition — 1% May — September _
End of Year Disco — 23 July 3J - Friday 5th July




Polite Notices

Aspens Select
Please remember to book your lunches for term 6 so that the kitchen can plan

ahead. Many thanks.

If your child is unwell and cannot attend school please can you
ensure that you leave a message or email the office to let us know

by 9.30am on the day of absence and each day thereafter. In your ® O
message please could you give a brief overview of the symptoms C\\\

.
rather than just saying “unwell”. The reason for this is so that we '%r

can identify if there is a certain illness that is circulating and take any
steps possible to minimise the spread.

Wrap Around Care — Important Information

Please ensure that Premier Education are contacted directly for any amendments to
bookings or collection arrangements, all contact details are detailed here:

Backwell Junior School:

Site Phone: 07707878334 - Active between 7:15 & 8:30am for BSC / Active between
2:30pm & 6pm for ASC. Any queries for day-to-day club changes with collection, or
information that may be relevant with regards to children attending or not attending.

Email - c.clarke@premier-education.com for information regarding updates for the
day, or collection passwords if somebody different is collecting.

Email - info@premier-education.com for any queries around bookings, cancellations,
changes to bookings.

West Leigh Infant School:

Site Phone: 07707800019 - Active between 2:30pm & 6pm for ASC. Any queries for
day-to-day club changes with collection, or information that may be relevant with
regards to children attending or not attending.

Email - info@premier-education.com for any queries around bookings, cancellations,
changes to bookings.

@:@ www.backwellfederation.co.uk %’i@



Backwell Climate Action Group -
Walking Carnival - Entry

Submission

WALK 2PM-3:30PM S ?

FOLLOWED BY REFRESHMENTS AT THE Groups of all sizes welcome

SCOUT HUT IT Scan the code to register your entry
SIGN UP NOW! info@nailseacarnival.org.uk

www.nailseacarnival.org.uk
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TABLE TOP SALE -
1st Backwell Monday Cubs
1 RO ] ] ]
Scout Hut Rodney Road | I Jule | : LI
ool |R 0 Per D
29" June
1lam -4pm
24 jJuLy 25 JULY 26 JULY
Camp 1-Day 1 Camp 1-Day2 STRIKER DAY
Monday Cubs are running a table top sale in aid of charity. 29juLy 30 JULY 31JuLy 01AUG " 02AUG
& : Camp 2-Day 1 Camp 2-Day2 Camp2-Day 3 Camp2-Day4 iN.GLAND DAY
Come along to pick up a bargain or to grab a coffee and cake. Premier League Monday | Including Pumas Including Pumas
N
05 AUG osala 07 AUG 08 AUG 09 AUG
Camp3-Day 1 ‘::I':::":::'fs Camp3-Day3 Camp3-Day4 |  EUROSDAY
Table space available to sell your unwanted items = ;:UG - =
12 AUG 14 AUG 15 AUG n 16AUG g
Standard table space 80cm x 150cm - £10 Chinp 4:Day? Camp 4-Day 2 Camp4-Day3 Camp4-Day4d & FIFADAY @
Including Pumas
If you have larger items that won’t fit on a table or if you want to use a clothes 19 AUG 20 AUG A RGG S AGG 23 ULy
rail you can book an Camp 5 - Day 1 Camp5-Day 2 P AR Pl s STRIKER DAY
Premier LeaguaManday | Including Pumas =Y. P =tey Including Pumas
Overize space - £15
Limited table space so book early to avoid disappointment » .
oAl Hege
Email - shaunbuxtonsmith@icloud.com OF
(0] NG GI\ Ol .
SKILLS FOR LIFE vepd . . -
« I
Book & Pay O e Prio 00tDh
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SAMPLE ELICIOUS FOOD & DRINK FROM TOUT'S Food Fest is back

: forit’s 3rd year and its

@LOCAL bigger and better than
SUPPLIERS, INCLUDING... - ever! Join us with friends

i and family and spend the afternoon
2o oM GrpoBers s..i'@:;'i-s i sampling delicious local food and
- A \, drinks, listening to local band ‘The

Wild Nights Duo’ and enjoying a drink

Kimberleys TR vomers i from our outside bar. E E MA E ENTRY
i ;| e rts There will be activities %?. 26+ LOCAL SUPPLIER STALS y AM PLE
THATCHERS WOGAN m ' to keep the children ﬁLTg LI'V‘E <
: busy, as well as the
ch::czsto iryaa : E SIC! FREE Foop FOOD & DRINK
uanyy | complimentary dish \ﬂmﬁ:ﬁ ACTIVITIES FOR 5 IT%ISE MONEY
2

* from The Maple restaurant. PROVIDE FOOD:

........................... £ THECHILDREN TICKET UPON ENTRY g 5,\0\.

i ;

oo OUTSIDE f‘\\ >
TOUT'S™ SRINKS BARY 2

DATE: Friday 26™ July 2024, 12pm until 4pm ‘ _
LOCATION: The Orchard, TOUT’S Cleeve, BS49 4NR W'N A /’

TRAVEL: We have organised additional parking at Cleeve
Cricket Club (BS49 4PP) which is a short walk to TOUT'S H AMPER'
.
[COMPETITION

Iy Hand in your

> = [ completad antry
Firstname: I " ehe TouTs

stall on
Last name: 26" july 2024

Contactphonenumber:_______ ™SS

! Email:
: Cleeve. There is limited parking on-site so please __
walk or use public transport if re par
possible, bus stop lo‘;ated of--sit.e. ax{;able for 2024
TN 1 B Vo)
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