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Federation of West Leigh Infant &  
Backwell C of E Junior School 

Newsletter 1- Term 1 
Friday 27th September 2024 

On our website - Links 

West Leigh - Letters to Parents 

BJS - Letters to Parents 
Important Dates - Term  1 

• Tuesday 1st October  – BJS PTA Annual General Meeting 7pm at The George Inn 

• Thursday 3rd October – Census Day – Free School Meal for all children   

• Monday 7th October – Walking & Cycling Route Consultation WL Hall 2.15 – 3pm 

• Wednesday 9th October – BJS Harvest Festival 2.15 @ Church 

• Thursday 10th October – WL Harvest Festival 9.15 in WL Hall    

• Thursday 10th October  – BJS Individual & Sibling Photos 

• Monday 21st October – BJS 1st Day of Poppy Appeal Collection  

• Tuesday 22nd October – BJS & WL Nasal Flu Immunisations  

• Thursday 24th October – BJS Break the Rules Day 

• Thursday 24th October – WL PTA Non-School Uniform and Disco (the timings for 
each Year Group are on the website calendar) 

• Friday 25th October – INSET Day 

• Monday 28th October – Friday 1st November – HALF TERM 

• Monday 4th November – BJS Year 6 SATs and Morfa Bay Information Evening 
6pm   

• Friday 8th November – WL PTA Non-School Uniform 

• Tuesday 12th November – WL Parents Evening 3.30pm – 6.30pm   

• Wednesday 13th November – BJS Parents Evening 4pm – 7pm 

• Thursday 14th November – WL Parents Evening – 3.30pm – 6.30pm 

• Thursday 14th November – BJS Parents Evening 4pm – 7pm      

• Saturday 23rd November – WL PTA Christmas Fayre 1.30-4.30pm 

• Friday 13th December – BJS Christmas Fair 4.30 – 6.30pm 

• Thursday 19th December – WL Christmas Dinner Day 

• Friday 20th December – WL Christmas Jumper Day 

• Friday 20th December – BJS Christmas Dinner Day and Christmas Jumper Day 

• Friday 20th December – Last Day of Term 

• Monday 6th January – INSET Day  

• Tuesday 7th January – All children return to school     

 

 

 

 

Backwell Federation Newsletter  
Term 1 Federation Value – Aspiration 

Our next INSET day will be on: 

 

Friday 25th October 2024 

https://www.backwellfederation.co.uk/page/?title=Letters+to+Parents+%2D+West+Leigh&pid=441
https://www.backwellfederation.co.uk/page/?title=BJS+Letters+to+parents&pid=440
http://olliefrancois71.wikidot.com/blog:272
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Hedgehog, Owl and Rabbit News 

What a brilliant start the Hedgehogs, Owls and Rabbits have had to this new academic year! We 

are very impressed everyone’s confidence, kindness and team spirit. It has also been lovely to 

watch new friendships grow. 
 

To inspire writing in our first two weeks, we read The Odd Egg by Emily Gravett. After reading 

the book and writing some sentences about the eggs found in the book, this children were given 

the challenge to create their own very odd animals and some were very odd indeed! They were 

then given the challenge to write about their odd animal and the children have certainly made 

their teachers smile. 
 

We have now begun to ‘read’ Journey by Aaron Becker. This is a picture book but is great for 

imagination and creative language. 
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Sponsor a Solar Panel 
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WL Superstars 

Congratulations to our West Leigh Superstars 
 

Thursday 12th September                 Thursday 19th September 

Hedgehogs – Rory and Olivia  Hedgehogs – Eva    

Owls – Annie and Ray   Owls – Roman 

Rabbits – Matilde and Ava         Rabbits – Cassian 

 

 

 Thursday 26th September 

                  Badgers – Finley 

            Squirrels – Tadhg 

            Hedgehogs – Seb A 

                                    Owls – Daniel 

            Rabbits – Ciaran & Vrutti 
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Welcome Back 

A really big warm welcome back to the new school year from the PTA, especially to all new parents and carers 

in Reception and anyone else joining the school! The PTA are really looking forward to yet another amazing 

year to run great activities for the kids and to raise funds for the school. Last year we raised around £14K which 

is amazing and the money raised was spent on: 
 

Outdoor learning days for all children this coming year 

Geography Day 

Explorer Dome for Year 2 

Punch and Judy for Year 1 

Wall Art 

plus lots more!  
 

As always, we have lots going on, so please find below all the details of the up and coming events.   

 

PTA AGM  
 

The PTA AGM was held on Tuesday 24th Sept, in the West Leigh 

School Hall.  

We said a goodbye and massive thank you to Marisa who has now 

stepped down from her role as co-chair. Nat and Helen M are also 

stepping down after being invaluable members over the past few 

years. We are delighted to have many current members staying on 

and some new faces at the meeting. We are currently finalising the 

members and the new roles, but if you are interested in joining or 

becoming a class rep, please email us at westleighpta@gmail.com 

 

Reception Parents and Carers Skittles Night –  

Thursday 17th October 2024 
 

Every year the PTA hosts a skittles night for all new Reception 

parents and carers as a social to get to know all other parents 

in your year group. This year it will take place on Thursday the 

17th of October at Backwell Village Club. It's 8.00pm for an 

8.30pm start and it's guaranteed to be a fun night! There's no 

need to book, just turn up on the night. The PTA will have 

exclusive use of the Skittles alley for the evening and snacks 

are provided. The Village Club has a well-stocked bar, and it is 

always a very enjoyable evening, so do go along and get to 

know everyone!  

 

  

 

  

WL PTA News 

 

 

mailto:westleighpta@gmail.com
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Cake Sale - Monday 14th October 

Rabbit class will be kicking off the cake sales this year on 14th 

October - come along after school to enjoy some delicious baked  

goods!  All proceeds from 

the cake sale go entirely  

back to the class to spend 

 on fun things, so please 

 come along and enjoy a cake     

 and support the Rabbits!  

 

Halloween Disco - Thursday 24th October 
 

The first of our festive discos to kick off the year is our Halloween Disco, which will be held on Thursday the 

24th of October at West Leigh School Hall. We run three sessions, one for each year group, and it costs £3.50 

to attend, which includes a snack for all of the children. Fancy dress is encouraged but not mandatory!  

Reception: 3.15-4pm (straight from school by the teachers, so no need to pick up) 

Year 1: 4.15-5pm 

Year 2: 5.15-6pm 
 

Booking details will follow, but please save the date!!  

 

Cauliflower Cards 
 

Every year the children have the 

opportunity to create art work  

which is then turned into wonderful 

Christmas cards and other items for 

you to send to you family and  

friends, through a company called 

Cauliflower Cards.  

This also raises funds for the PTA, 

as a percentage of the sale cost is 

passed back to the PTA.  

This year Cauliflower Cards have set 

Their artwork return dates very early 

so the order forms will be coming out around the 26th September in book bags with all the details of what to 

do and how to order included. The return date for the art work is on the 16th October. For more information 

and inspiration take a look at their website: 

https://www.cauliflowercards.co.uk/ 

  

 

     

       

 

https://www.cauliflowercards.co.uk/
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Christmas Fayre - Saturday 23rd November 
 

Please save the date for the Christmas Fayre - always a 

highlight of the year, lots of mulled wine, mince pies, 

Christmas fun and games and activities!  

 

 

Pre-Loved Uniform 

As all the kids seem to grow in the blink of an eye, the PTA run a pre-loved uniform shop to raise funds for 

the PTA and to reuse school uniform.  This year, the PTA have set up a new system for buying pre-loved 

uniform to make it accessible all year round. It has now been streamlined via a website and request form. 

You can check the stock of items, make your order and then the uniform fairies will collate and place the 

items on your child’s peg within a week or so and payment is made online. Please use this link to see all the 

info and the items we have in stock: 

https://sites.google.com/view/wlsecondhanduniform/home?authuser=2  All items are £1.  
 

Party Kit Hire 
 

Love parties, hate waste? Save money 

and the planet, and raise money for West 

Leigh PTA at the same time! 

Hire our party kit with everything you 

need for up to 30 children - plates, bowls, 

cups, jugs, trays and serving bowls.  

Collection and return is in Backwell. Hire 

is £5, plus £20 refundable deposit when 

returned clean and undamaged. 

  

To check availability, book a slot or for 

any other questions contact Mariam 

at westleighpta@gmail.com 

 
 

 

https://sites.google.com/view/wlsecondhanduniform/home?authuser=2
mailto:westleighpta@gmail.com
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Celebration Assembly - ‘Backwell B’ Awards 

  

Our Backwell B awards include:  Be your Best, Be Kind and Be Responsible 

  

Celebration Assembly – 13th September 2024 

Year 3 -   Rosa and Gracie 

Year 4 -   Carter 

Year 5 -   Beau and Casper 

Year 6 -   Olive and Freddie 

 

Celebration Assembly – 20th September May 2024 

Year 3 -   Violet and Freddy 

Year 4 -   Brooke, Jessica and Rafferty 

Year 5 –   Gwil and Aimee 

Year 6 -   Evie and Indi 

 

Celebration Assembly – 27th September May 2024 

Year 3 -   Elin and Dean 

Year 4 -   Nevaeh and Joseph 

Year 5 –   Eliza P and Lily 

Year 6 -   Georgie and Nairn 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
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Year 4  

In the first few weeks of Year 4, our classroom has been brimming with excitement and 

creativity! We've embarked on a thrilling adventure into the realm of mythical sea creatures, 

where our imaginations have truly taken flight. From crafting vivid descriptions of these fantastic 

beings to drawing them with bold, fantastical details, our artistic skills and vocabulary have 

flourished. 

Our exploration didn't stop at the shores of imagination. We've dived deep into the lives of 

legendary explorers, stepping into the shoes of pioneers like Neil Armstrong, Christopher 

Columbus, and Ernest Shackleton. Through engaging drama activities, we’ve recreated their daring 

journeys, bringing history to life in our small group performances. It’s been a whirlwind of 

discovery and fun, as we’ve navigated the high seas of learning and charted new territories. 
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PTA News 
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2024 Fundraising Champion! 

We can not describe to you all how proud we are of Charlie Collis (4W). During the summer holidays 

when so many of us were relaxing and having a peaceful break, Charlie cycled in incredible 220 miles 

in aid of the Saints Foundation.  

Charlie’s bike ride started in Charlestown, Cornwall and over 5 days he travelled all the way to St 

Mary’s Stadium, the home of Southampton Football club.  

In memory of his Grandad, Charlie raised an incredible £4208 for the Saints Foundation which 

is a charity close to Charlie and his family’s hearts. We could not be prouder – Well Done Charlie!    
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Have your say on Backwell Walking and Cycling Routes 

  

North Somerset Council's Sustainable Travel Team is carrying out a review to improve walking, 

wheeling and cycling in Backwell in order to draw an aspirational safe and inclusive network 

ready for future funding applications.     

The review is being progressed as a collaborative design exercise to understand local concerns 

and aspirations and put together a network that addresses the local needs. 

  

For this purpose North Somerset Officers would like to run a drop in session with parents of 

Backwell Infant and Junior Schools to understand where are their desired walking, wheeling 

and cycling routes in Backwell and identify any specific issues that need solving.  It will take 

place on Monday 7 October between 2.15 and 3pm in the main hall of West Leigh School. 

  

Your presence will be appreciated and your feedback can make a difference in prioritising the 

improvement of walking, wheeling and cycling routes in Backwell. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have your say on Backwell Walking and Cycling Routes 
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Book Corner 
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Polite Notices 

Aspens Select 

Please remember to book your lunches for rest of the term so that the kitchen 

can plan ahead.  Many thanks. 

If your child is unwell and cannot attend school please can you 

ensure that you leave a message or email the office to let us know 

by 9.30am on the day of absence and each day thereafter.  In your 

message please could you give a brief overview of the symptoms 

rather than just saying “unwell”.  The reason for this is so that we 

can identify if there is a certain illness that is circulating and take any 

steps possible to minimise the spread. 

Wrap Around Care – Important Information  

 

Please ensure that Premier Education are contacted directly for any amendments to 

bookings or collection arrangements, all contact details are detailed here: 

 

Backwell Junior School: 

Site Phone: 07707878334 - Active between 7:15 & 8:30am for BSC / Active between 

2:30pm & 6pm for ASC. Any queries for day-to-day club changes with collection, or 

information that may be relevant with regards to children attending or not attending.  

 

Email - c.clarke@premier-education.com for information regarding updates for the 

day, or collection passwords if somebody different is collecting.  

 

Email - info@premier-education.com for any queries around bookings, cancellations, 

changes to bookings.  

 

West Leigh Infant School: 

Site Phone: 07707800019 - Active between 2:30pm & 6pm for ASC. Any queries for 

day-to-day club changes with collection, or information that may be relevant with 

regards to children attending or not attending.  

 

Email - info@premier-education.com for any queries around bookings, cancellations, 

changes to bookings.  
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To Book Light Party: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/light-party-2024-tickets-

1020486100397?aff=oddtdtcreator 
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