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Federation of West Leigh Infant &  
Backwell C of E Junior School 

Newsletter 9- Term 5 
Tuesday 6th May 2025 

On our website - Links 

West Leigh - Letters to 

Parents 

BJS - Letters to Parents Important Dates – Terms 5 

• Monday 5th May Day Bank Holiday 

• Monday 12th May – Thursday 15th May – BJS Y6 SATs Week 

• Wednesday 14th May – WL Reception Year Trip to Puxton Park 

• Wednesday 14th May – BJS Pentecost Service at St Andrew’s Church 2.15pm 

• Thursday 15th May – WL Class Photo Sessions 

• Monday 19th May – BJS Y3 Church Day 

• Monday 19th May – Friday 23rd May – BJS Health and Fitness Week 

• Friday 23rd May – BJS Sports Day 

• Friday 23rd May – Last Day of Term 5 

• Monday 2nd June – INSET Day 

• Tuesday 3rd June – Return to School for the start of Term 6 

• Friday 6th June – BJS Non School Uniform Day (in exchange for a Tombola Prize) 

• Wednesday 11th June – BJS Y3 Egypt Day 

• Thursday 12th June - WL Sports Day 

• Thursday 12th June – BJS Summer Concert 6.30pm School Hall 

• Friday 13th June – BJS 5B Cake Sale 

• Tuesday 17th June – Friday 20th May – BJS Y6 Morfa Bay Residential 

• Saturday 21st June – Backwell Federation Summer Fair (Time TBC) 

• Monday 23rd June – BJS Y6 Church Day 

• Monday 30th June – BJS Welcome Evening for New Y3 Parents 6pm School Hall 

• Tuesday 1st July – Move up day BJS and WL 

• Every Friday In July – BJS Ice Lolly Sale after school 

• Tuesday 8th July – BJS Y6 and Class Photos 

• Thursday 10th July – BJS Y6 Production 2pm School Hall  

• Wednesday 16th July – BJS End of Year Church Service St Andrew’s 

• Thursday 17th July – WL Year 2 Leavers Disco (details to follow) 

• Friday 18th July – BJS Break the Rules Day 

• Tuesday 22nd July – BJS Year 6 Leavers Assembly 11am School Hall  

• Tuesday 22nd July – Last Day of Term 6 

 

 

 

 

Backwell Federation Newsletter  
Term 5 Federation Value – Confidence and 
Self-Esteem 

Our next INSET 

day  

will be on: 

Monday 2nd 

June 2025 

https://www.backwellfederation.co.uk/page/?title=Letters+to+Parents+%2D+West+Leigh&pid=441
https://www.backwellfederation.co.uk/page/?title=Letters+to+Parents+%2D+West+Leigh&pid=441
https://www.backwellfederation.co.uk/page/?title=BJS+Letters+to+parents&pid=440
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WL Superstars 

Thursday 1st May 2025 

Badgers – Albie 

Hedgehogs – Maxi 

Owls – Isabella 

Rabbits – Isla 

Squirrels - Dylan 
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Staying Safe in the Sun  

With Summer on the way, and temperatures on the rise, please ensure you send 

your child/children in with a sunhat, sunscreen and a full water bottle. 
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Class News – Hedgehogs 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                         

 

Outdoor Learning Sessions   
April/May 2025 
 
Hedgehog Class had an exciting 
start to the new term with our 
Outdoor Learning session with 
Mr Welti.  First we explored 
the plants growing around the 
school field for signs of spring, 
and spotted lots of buds just 
beginning to bloom into 
flower.   
Then we looked at the 
different parts of a flower, by 
carefully taking daisies 
apart.  Finally, we collected 
fresh spring leaves and 
flowers, and experimented 
with Hapa Zome - the Japanese 
art of transferring coloured 
pigments from plant materials 
onto fabric or paper by 
pounding with a hammer. All 
of this was inspired by the 
story -Bloom, by Anne 
Booth.  We can’t wait for our 
next Outdoor Learning 
sessions! 
 



  

 
 

www.backwellfederation.co.uk 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Party Kit Hire 

Love parties, hate waste? Save money and the planet, and raise money for West Leigh PTA at the 

same time! Hire our party kit with everything you need for up to 30 children - plates, bowls, 

cups, jugs, trays and serving bowls.  Collection and return is in Backwell. Hire is £5, plus £20 

refundable deposit when returned clean and undamaged. 

To check availability, book a slot or for any other questions contact Mariam 

at westleighpta@gmail.com 

 

 

 

               

                                                                    

                                                                    

                                                                             

 

 

 

                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the date for the 

Backwell Federation  

Summer Fair! 
Please save the date for our Summer 
Fair on Saturday 21st June at Backwell 
Junior School. 
 
Always a fun day out for the family, 
there will be lots of games and 
activities for the kids, tasty food and 
drinks and hopefully some sunshine!  

 

WL – PTA News 
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Celebration Assembly - ‘Backwell B’ Awards 

  

Our Backwell B awards include:  Be your Best, Be Kind and Be Responsible 

  

Celebration Assembly – 25th April 2025 

Year 3 – Daniel   

Year 4 – William and Orla   

Year 5 – Henry and Aisling   

Year 6 – Arthur   

 

Celebration Assembly – 2nd May 2025 

Year 3 – Fearne, Arlo and Claudia   

Year 4 – Cole, Digby and Charlie Ca   

Year 5 – Rosemary and Noah C   

Year 6 – Nancy, Rosie and Oaklie   

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Backwell Juniors Celebration Assembly 
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Tesco Fundraising for BJS – Please Support 😊 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

We are delighted to inform you that Backwell Juniors applied to Tesco Stronger Starts for funding. This 
application has been successful and our project will be put forward to a customer vote in Tesco stores. Voting 
commenced in store from the first week in April 2025 until the end of June 2025.  

Our Proposal 

Garden Club To start a gardening club for children who are facing emotional or personal challenges. Spending 
time in the 'Secret Garden' will give them a safe and supportive space to grow and connect. 

School Council ideas: 

• Revamp flower beds (Designate a flower bed to each year group) 

• Establish / maintain vegetable patch with produce being used for school cooking 

• Seating areas 

• Sensory Areas; to include wind chimes / scented plants (herbs) 

• Covered Area for Breakout time 

• Fencing to establish ‘Secret Garden’ 

The project with the highest number of votes across your region will receive £1,500 (or the amount that was 
requested up to this value), the second placed project £1,000 (or the amount that was requested up to this 
value), and the third placed project £500. 

Please remember to put your token in the voting box. Please see below a list of stores taking part in the voting 
on your project. - Nailsea Superstore BS48 1AQ - Portishead West Hill Express BS20 6LR 

We hope that you can support our fund raising   

 

 



  

 
 

www.backwellfederation.co.uk 

BBC 1 - The Repair Shop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Easter Holidays we went down to Chichester where we filmed for the repair shop. In Cubs 

we have a wooden wolf head on a staff. The Wolf’s head is over 70 years old and was very broken 

until Will and Kirsten repaired it. 

When we got to The Repair Shop everyone was lovely to us and directed us to a private room. We 

all got “miked up” and got ready to be filmed. We practised most things multiple times but 

afterwards we got delicious snacks – it was INCREDIBLE! 

We think our episode will be on TV around Winter time. 

Written by Gwil and Lara (Y5)   

We have been informed that four of our wonderful Year 5 team had an experience of 

a lifetime during the Easter break – filming for the BBC1 hit show The Repair Shop. 

Gwil, Lara, Oli and Aisling – we are really excited to watch this when it is released 

this Winter!  
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Year 6 – The Windrush Generation 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing Spotlight for Y6!  

As part of their History curriculum last term, Y6 learnt about The Windrush. This was very interesting for both 

children and adults and together we learnt a lot of new knowledge, including the study of local events such 

as The Bristol Bus Boycott and how this affected social changes not just in Bristol, but across the whole of 

the UK. During English sessions, the children learnt about how to write an informative non-chronological 

report and practised by writing about volcanoes.  

At the end of term, the children then used all their new History knowledge to write an informative non-

chronological report about The Windrush. We then chose one from each class to share with you - Amalie 

from 6S and Tommy from 6C - both of which are excellent models of a non-chronological report. 

A fantastic set of reports, Year 6 - well written! 
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Year 6 – The Windrush Generation 
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Year 4 – A Great Big Well Done  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Wheeler wanted to celebrate Ezra in 4W as his writing is always so impressive. Ezra puts so much attention to 

detail in what he writes and consistently goes above and beyond to make sure he has included everything from the 

success criteria. In English, Year 4 have been looking at 'The Midnight Panther' by Poonam Mistry. A tale of a beautiful 

black panther, struggling with self-worth and finding his place in the world. The story follows the panther's journey as 

he comes to learn just how special he is.  

Enjoy Ezra's setting description below: 

 

Panther, as blazing fire set alight to the cities of the world, looked up to the massive glitter ball hanging above the 

canopy. Panther leaped from the trees and the stars lit him up. Although the sky was pitch black, trillions of specks of 

golden diamonds shone down on Earth. The jewels reached as far as the eye could see as patterned swirls looped up 

and down like a rollercoaster. The cities left a neon glow. The clear outline of Earth shone brightly into space, 

projecting into the centre of the galaxy. 

 
Also in 4W….. 

With eyes full of wonder, Panther whispered to Moon, "Why am I boring?" wish the hush of midnight air. 

Moon breathed, "You are not boring, you are just as beautiful as the others," as if holding the weight of the night. 

Panther muttered, "But Leopard told me I was boring," 

With a knowing stillness, Moon responded, "Leopard is wrong, he is a bully," 

Panther declared to the moon with a shout, 'I am panther!" 

Theo K - 4W 

During our independent short burst write, Theo wrote this beautiful conversation between the Midnight 
Panther and Moon. Our focus was to use adverbial phrases, and he absolutely smashed it. Well done, Theo! 
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Book Corner 
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Book Corner 
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Polite Notices 

Aspens Select 

Please remember to book your lunches for rest of the term so that the kitchen 

can plan ahead.  Many thanks. 

If your child is unwell and cannot attend school please can you 

ensure that you leave a message or email the office to let us know 

by 9.30am on the day of absence and each day thereafter.  In your 

message please could you give a brief overview of the symptoms 

rather than just saying “unwell”.  The reason for this is so that we 

can identify if there is a certain illness that is circulating and take any 

steps possible to minimise the spread. 

Wrap Around Care – Important Information  

 

Please ensure that Premier Education are contacted directly for any amendments to 

bookings or collection arrangements, all contact details are detailed here: 

 

Backwell Junior School: 

Site Phone: 07707878334 - Active between 7:15 & 8:30am for BSC / Active between 

2:30pm & 6pm for ASC. Any queries for day-to-day club changes with collection, or 

information that may be relevant with regards to children attending or not attending.  

 

Email - c.clarke@premier-education.com for information regarding updates for the 

day, or collection passwords if somebody different is collecting.  

 

Email - info@premier-education.com for any queries around bookings, cancellations, 

changes to bookings.  

 

West Leigh Infant School: 

Site Phone: 07707800019 - Active between 2:30pm & 6pm for ASC. Any queries for 

day-to-day club changes with collection, or information that may be relevant with 

regards to children attending or not attending.  

 

Email - info@premier-education.com for any queries around bookings, cancellations, 

changes to bookings.  
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The school office have received a large number of neighbourhood complaints regarding parking at school 

and in the surrounding roads. There has been an increase in the number of parents dropping their children 

off by car directly opposite Backwell Juniors. We'd like to remind everyone that it is not permitted to stop 

on the painted zig zag lines outside school, but it is also unsafe to park on the road due to the narrowness 

of the lanes etc. 

 

Several children have mentioned that they feel unsafe walking to and from school due to the speed and 

number of cars on this road and so we politely ask for you to refrain from dropping off in these areas and 

park on Dark Lane and walk the short distance to school to drop off/pick up. This additional 5 minutes is a 

small ask given these safety concerns. 

 

Large vehicles have been unable to pass on Church Lane and the congestion level at school times is 

excessive.  

 

As well as being very concerned about reports of people being rude to other road users and our neighbours 

we are very concerned that if larger vehicles are unable to pass then emergency vehicles will also be unable 

to reach a destination in an emergency situation which in turn could have devastating results to the 

community. 

 

We ask you all to consider your parking – leave a little earlier for a space near school or park a little further 

away in a safe manner. Community Police have been informed and we have requested assistance in 

managing this going forward.  

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Parking at BJS 
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Community Notices 

Shine Holiday Clubs are running in Flax 

Bourton near school this May Half Term.  

We have loved seeing so many children 

come along and look forward to welcoming 

more of you! 

For a limited time, get 20% off using the 

code Early Booker in your basket (valid 

until Sunday 4th May.) 

  

For children aged 5 to 11 years, the day 

runs from 09:00-15:30 with late stay hours 

available if you need them. There are loads 

of different fun activities running including 

Outdoor Adventure, Mega Mashup & 

Creative Colour Craze. 

  

Shine are Ofsted Registered so you can pay 

via Childcare Vouchers and the Tax Free 

Childcare Scheme.  

Click Holiday Clubs here to see what’s on.  

See you at Shine! 

 

https://myshine.co.uk/holiday-clubs?venue=59d6166c75c1b340063fcfa3
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Community Notices 
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