Newsletter 9- Term 5

Federation of West Leigh Infant & Tuesday 6 May 2025

Backwell C of E Junior School

Backwell Federation Newsletter
Term 5 Federation Value — Confidence and

Self-Esteem

On our website - Links

West Leigh - Letters to
Parents

BJS - Letters to Parents

Our next INSET
day
will be on:
Monday 2"
June 2025

LIGHTHOUSE

SCHOOLS PARTNERSHIP

Important Dates — Terms 5

e Monday 5™ May Day Bank Holiday

e Monday 12" May — Thursday 15 May — BJS Y6 SATs Week

e Wednesday 14™ May — WL Reception Year Trip to Puxton Park

e Wednesday 14" May — BJS Pentecost Service at St Andrew’s Church 2.15pm
e Thursday 15" May — WL Class Photo Sessions

e Monday 19t May — BJS Y3 Church Day

e Monday 19" May — Friday 23™ May — BJS Health and Fitness Week

e Friday 23 May — BJS Sports Day

e Friday 23 May — Last Day of Term 5

e Monday 2" June — INSET Day

e Tuesday 3" June — Return to School for the start of Term 6

e Friday 6 June — BJS Non School Uniform Day (in exchange for a Tombola Prize)
e Wednesday 11t June — BJS Y3 Egypt Day

e Thursday 12t June - WL Sports Day

e Thursday 12t June — BJS Summer Concert 6.30pm School Hall

e Friday 13™ June — BJS 5B Cake Sale

e Tuesday 17t June — Friday 20t May — BJS Y6 Morfa Bay Residential

e Saturday 21% June — Backwell Federation Summer Fair (Time TBC)

e Monday 23 June — BJS Y6 Church Day

e Monday 30" June — BJS Welcome Evening for New Y3 Parents 6pm School Hall
e Tuesday 1%t July — Move up day BJS and WL

e Every Friday In July — BJS Ice Lolly Sale after school

e Tuesday 8™ July — BJS Y6 and Class Photos

e Thursday 10t July — BJS Y6 Production 2pm School Hall

e Wednesday 16%™ July — BJS End of Year Church Service St Andrew’s

e Thursday 17t July — WL Year 2 Leavers Disco (details to follow)

e Friday 18t™ July — BJS Break the Rules Day

e Tuesday 22" July — BJS Year 6 Leavers Assembly 11am School Hall

e Tuesday 22" July — Last Day of Term 6


https://www.backwellfederation.co.uk/page/?title=Letters+to+Parents+%2D+West+Leigh&pid=441
https://www.backwellfederation.co.uk/page/?title=Letters+to+Parents+%2D+West+Leigh&pid=441
https://www.backwellfederation.co.uk/page/?title=BJS+Letters+to+parents&pid=440




To keep \

protected you /
should use all forms
of cover including
hats, sunglasses,
clothing.

sunscreen and shade

»

Don’t stay
in the sun
Wear any longer
ahatsuchasa than 15
sun cap like mine minutes
to keep your head without

Keep hydrated,
especially on
very warm
days

Reapply
sunscreen
regularly even
when using ‘once
a day' and ‘water
resistant’
sunscreens

For mare dosrroads inchading 2 San Safe Acowty Fack, 0 1 waw.abiecanapiad no g'anademan
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Outdoor Learning Sessions
April/May 2025

Hedgehog Class had an exciting
start to the new term with our
Outdoor Learning session with
Mr Welti. First we explored
the plants growing around the
school field for signs of spring,
and spotted lots of buds just
beginning to bloom into
flower.

Then we looked at the
different parts of a flower, by
carefully taking daisies

apart. Finally, we collected
fresh spring leaves and
flowers, and experimented
with Hapa Zome - the Japanese
art of transferring coloured
pigments from plant materials
onto fabric or paper by
pounding with a hammer. All
of this was inspired by the
story -Bloom, by Anne

Booth. We can’t wait for our
next Outdoor Learning
sessions!




WL - PTA News

Save the date for the
Backwell Federation

Summer Fair!

Please save the date for our Summer
Fair on Saturday 21st June at Backwell
Junior School.

" y v Always a fun day out for the family,
B there will be lots of games and
activities for the kids, tasty food and
drinks and hopefully some sunshine!




Backwell Juniors Celebration Assembly

Celebration Assembly - '‘Backwell B' Awards

Our Backwell B awards include: Be your Best, Be Kind and

Celebration Assembly - 25™ April 2025
Year 3 - Daniel

Year 4 - William and Orla

Year 5 - Henry and Aisling

Year 6 - Arthur

Celebration Assembly - 2" May 2025
Year 3 - Fearne, Arlo and Claudia

Year 4 - Cole, Digby and Charlie Ca
Year 5 - Rosemary and Noah C

Year 6 - Nancy, Rosie and Oaklie

C RATULA
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Tesco Fundraising for BJS — Please Support @

Stronger TESCO
Startse Ziwy it helps

We are delighted to inform you that Backwell Juniors applied to Tesco Stronger Starts for funding. This
application has been successful and our project will be put forward to a customer vote in Tesco stores. Voting
commenced in store from the first week in April 2025 until the end of June 2025.

Our Proposal

Garden Club To start a gardening club for children who are facing emotional or personal challenges. Spending
time in the 'Secret Garden' will give them a safe and supportive space to grow and connect.

School Council ideas:

Revamp flower beds (Designate a flower bed to each year group)

Establish / maintain vegetable patch with produce being used for school cooking
Seating areas

Sensory Areas; to include wind chimes / scented plants (herbs)

Covered Area for Breakout time

Fencing to establish ‘Secret Garden’

The project with the highest number of votes across your region will receive £1,500 (or the amount that was
requested up to this value), the second placed project £1,000 (or the amount that was requested up to this
value), and the third placed project £500.

Please remember to put your token in the voting box. Please see below a list of stores taking part in the voting
on your project. - Nailsea Superstore BS48 1AQ - Portishead West Hill Express BS20 6LR

We hope that you can support our fund raising




BBC 1 - The Repair Shop

We have been informed that four of our wonderful Year 5 team had an experience of
a lifetime during the Easter break — filming for the BBC1 hit show The Repair Shop.
Gwil, Lara, Oli and Aisling — we are really excited to watch this when it is released
this Winter!

In the Easter Holidays we went down to Chichester where we filmed for the repair shop. In Cubs
we have a wooden wolf head on a staff. The Wolf’s head is over 70 years old and was very broken
until Will and Kirsten repaired it.

When we got to The Repair Shop everyone was lovely to us and directed us to a private room. We
all got “miked up” and got ready to be filmed. We practised most things multiple times but
afterwards we got delicious snacks — it was INCREDIBLE!

We think our episode will be on TV around Winter time.

Written by Gwil and Lara (Y5)
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Year 6 — The Windrush Generation

Writing Spotlight for Y6!

As part of their History curriculum last term, Y6 learnt about The Windrush. This was very interesting for both
children and adults and together we learnt a lot of new knowledge, including the study of local events such
as The Bristol Bus Boycott and how this affected social changes not just in Bristol, but across the whole of

the UK. During English sessions, the children learnt about how to write an informative non-chronological
report and practised by writing about volcanoes.

At the end of term, the children then used all their new History knowledge to write an informative non-
chronological report about The Windrush. We then chose one from each class to share with you - Amalie
from 6S and Tommy from 6C - both of which are excellent models of a non-chronological report.

A fantastic set of reports, Year 6 - well written!
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Year 6 — The Windrush Generation
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Year 4 — A Great Big Well Done

Miss Wheeler wanted to celebrate Ezra in 4W as his writing is always so impressive. Ezra puts so much attention to
detail in what he writes and consistently goes above and beyond to make sure he has included everything from the
success criteria. In English, Year 4 have been looking at 'The Midnight Panther' by Poonam Mistry. A tale of a beautiful
black panther, struggling with self-worth and finding his place in the world. The story follows the panther's journey as
he comes to learn just how special he is.

Enjoy Ezra's setting description below:

Panther, as blazing fire set alight to the cities of the world, looked up to the massive glitter ball hanging above the
canopy. Panther leaped from the trees and the stars lit him up. Although the sky was pitch black, trillions of specks of
golden diamonds shone down on Earth. The jewels reached as far as the eye could see as patterned swirls looped up

and down like a rollercoaster. The cities left a neon glow. The clear outline of Earth shone brightly into space,
projecting into the centre of the galaxy.

Also in 4W.....
With eyes full of wonder, Panther whispered to Moon, "Why am | boring?" wish the hush of midnight air.
Moon breathed, "You are not boring, you are just as beautiful as the others," as if holding the weight of the night.
Panther muttered, "But Leopard told me | was boring,"
With a knowing stillness, Moon responded, "Leopard is wrong, he is a bully,"
Panther declared to the moon with a shout, 'l am panther!"
Theo K - 4W
During our independent short burst write, Theo wrote this beautiful conversation between the Midnight
Panther and Moon. Our focus was to use adverbial phrases, and he absolutely smashed it. Well done, Theo!

falls upon the E nd the stars only spar

night-rime arrives. You and the night are one.”

www.backwellfederation.co.uk W




Book Corner

a o

1 ﬁ} | BOOK CORNE
The Book I.".'nr'nﬁ' is an onﬂl‘h.llli‘l’f to celebrate everything we love about reading here ot Bockowell Juniors. Frem
manthly book recommendations to reading suppert/ updates/ everts- it can all be found herel

BOOK FAIR- thank you!!

Apologies for the delay in announcing but after totalling
online and in-person payments, we are thrilled
to announce that with your fantastic support, we raised
a brilliant £614.50 in our Spring book fairll
This has given us £245 80 to spend on books in school
and along with the Movember Book Fair's commission, we
were able to put this money to good usel As part of our
World Book Day celebrations, classes came up with a
wish list for books that they would like to see on their
class bookshelves and so this then formed the shopping
list for our commission spending. The new books have
arrived in school and with the help of library club this
week, they will be distributed around classrooms!

Thank you to both our book fair volunteers and everyone who supported the fair ©

READING COMPREHENSION

ey iy v T The other arm of being a competent reader, alongside
o chot s g’ gy ding fluently, is readi hensi
i n s, s [ g g5 reading LIEﬂ ¥, is ing compre IE'.I'ISJCII'I- |
.:ﬁn:,'.ﬁrfmu - —— (understanding the text). Once word reading is
T ———— - Wkt o Lhrst ey s o mastered at K51/ Lower K52, this is our main focus
fonl g ey N -r,l-,-.lra-ru.l-h-p ot . . ] ]
S S when teaching reading at the Juniors. Qur reading
sl oo with B T — lessons will either centre around a single reading
e T | ] e g i comprehension skill or a combination. The children are
friori e f_::’;}“: *’-""“‘*""‘*’:.“ well-versed in the 'Reading Dogs’ which link to each of
appeing ere? (ﬁ lmie =0 4| the comprehension skills.
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Book Corner

MONTHLY MUST READS
Ezch month, we post a selection of "hot off the press’ recommended reads. This month, the recommendations are
taken from a number of award winners/shortlisted titles from www.loversadingdkids.co.uk
These books are not currently on the 30 Reads list but could be added under the “your choice' sectiom on the
30 Reads log. These books can also be reserved and borrowed from Mailsea Ijhmnrﬂ

g LRl Ve

JAHCE HOER

Mon-fiction book of the month
Interest age: T+ Interest age: 104 Interest age: 9

Independent reading age: 7+ Independent reading age: 10+ | Independent reading age: 8+

With super-sirength, hot chocolale on f5p ﬂreuﬁnnm‘ebegniar’.sgmdetﬂﬁre Awarg-winning Hilzry Mckay brngs fhe
snd 8 panfer for 5 bumT), Dgdbat might | magic of Shakespeare, from fhe chitdhood of Victonan hersine Grace Darling
be the most exciting thing Josh and Daisy | sward-winning Aichsel Rosen and | fo life in this besrifelf reimagining of her ife

discover - and e anfy cost £3 With this Chivis Riddel up&:andmﬁ:dmgﬂreFmﬁimhm

major parenting upgrede tosh snd Sfep inside & sparkling ceiebration

Diaisy’s summer holidays just went from of fhe wondenfl words of Wiliam Em::e CDianing nesdy drowned when she was
dull to dynamite. Buf the ewil Docfor Egg | Shakespesre. With former Poef eight years oid, leawving her with & fearof

Is lurking fo stesl Qgghat for his own Laureste Michzel Rosen a5 your bosfs and the sea. But #'s 5 fear she has o
plans of world dominabion. .. quide dispover how Shakespeszre overcome 55 fhe dawghter of 2 lighthowse
Can Josh and Daisy profect fheir new expiores love and hearthresk, magic | keeper, Wing on the Longstone Rock with
bo-parent before IFs oo lafe? and superstition, jealousy, beauly her parents, four brothers, thres sisters and
Full of robofs, puns sand dasfaroly daad- and much mare in 8 colfection of her beloved dog, Happy. Emr].-'tl'mgGrEmE
nspping, this hilarous new senes is quotes and speeches faken from Ais | Jeams growing up on the cosst is puf fo the
perfect for fans of Bunny vs Monkey ang | plays - plus 8 selection of tesf in 1538, whan The Forfarshirs is

Cat Kid. Shskespesrean insulfs and one- menkedmﬂ:eﬂﬁmr,ﬁwk, and she has fo

fimers!
| ——— ‘J
L REGRIN L
QUINN
YA
PADEME EENRY
Fiction book of the month

Interest age: 3+ Interest age: T+ Interest age: 10+

Independent reading age- 9+ Independent reading age: 7+ Independent reading age: 10+
Feregrne Guinn is back for an edge-of- hiina, Reems and Jabeen cantwal | "Tell me again how the world ended ™
your-sesf sdveniurs in this second o go on fheir school tnp, an overnight | Jen and her father are making their way
instziment in fhe cwfsfanding new stay af Shiremans Osks Advenfure Scr0ss 5 deserfed world sfer g
chitdren’s famtasy senes! A Games. 4 thief | Centre . . . unil somebody spooks fechrological coflapse brought civifzafion
A mechanics! ioness. s just snother fhem with siones sbouf Eerfie a5 people knew if fo an end. The Flood
week in fhe Cosmic Resim! Elzchdesth who haunis the woods, fook out &l gl technology, buf alsc many
The city of Cosmopoiis is buzzing with wiho sharpens her foenais with faigs, peopls who wers connecled to & central
excifernent. The Cosmic Games are fasf vz is waiting fo skewer her next informsfion hive. Those who sre leff
spproaching, and eight champions are unfortunate victim aif over with behind must find each other snd build 3
sbouf fo compefe for s magical golden cheese-snd-onion crsps! new fifa. Sut Jen's father isn' reiated io
sppl= and 3 ffefime of glory. It's the event her by blood - he is s humsn-sppesnng
of & generation’ Buf behind he scenes With Bertie Glgctiesth urking snd the | Af 3 glifch in the system, and & secret
fensions within Oiympus Inc. are mnning school bulty seeming fio have become ﬂrgtnmthe kept even from those she
Fugh a5 they struggle fo hide signs of & fhe feacher's pet - this tnp will fest wizhes she could frusf_.

rebeflion. and the fast thaf 2 mysfenous fheir fiendship, courage snd love of

figure is frang to szbofage the Games. pofalo chips fo fhe mi
| Who sre they, and what do they want?

We'd love to hear from you if you read any of the abowve! Write or type a book review and hand in to either Mrs
Barnard or the school office &




Polite Notices

Aspens Select
Please remember to book your lunches for rest of the term so that the kitchen

can plan ahead. Many thanks.

If your child is unwell and cannot attend school please can you
ensure that you leave a message or email the office to let us know
by 9.30am on the day of absence and each day thereafter. In your
message please could you give a brief overview of the symptoms «
rather than just saying “unwell”. The reason for this is so that we
can identify if there is a certain illness that is circulating and take any
steps possible to minimise the spread.

Wrap Around Care — Important Information

Please ensure that Premier Education are contacted directly for any amendments to
bookings or collection arrangements, all contact details are detailed here:

Site Phone: 07707878334 - Active between 7:15 & 8:30am for BSC / Active between
2:30pm & 6pm for ASC. Any queries for day-to-day club changes with collection, or
information that may be relevant with regards to children attending or not attending.

Email - c.clarke@premier-education.com for information regarding updates for the
day, or collection passwords if somebody different is collecting.

Email - info@premier-education.com for any queries around bookings, cancellations,
changes to bookings.

Site Phone: 07707800019 - Active between 2:30pm & 6pm for ASC. Any queries for
day-to-day club changes with collection, or information that may be relevant with
regards to children attending or not attending.

Email - info@premier-education.com for any queries around bookings, cancellations,
changes to bookings.

ooy
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Parking at BJS

The school office have received a large number of neighbourhood complaints regarding parking at school
and in the surrounding roads. There has been an increase in the number of parents dropping their children
off by car directly opposite Backwell Juniors. We'd like to remind everyone that it is not permitted to stop
on the painted zig zag lines outside school, but it is also unsafe to park on the road due to the narrowness
of the lanes etc.

Several children have mentioned that they feel unsafe walking to and from school due to the speed and
number of cars on this road and so we politely ask for you to refrain from dropping off in these areas and
park on Dark Lane and walk the short distance to school to drop off/pick up. This additional 5 minutes is a
small ask given these safety concerns.

Large vehicles have been unable to pass on Church Lane and the congestion level at school times is
excessive.

As well as being very concerned about reports of people being rude to other road users and our neighbours
we are very concerned that if larger vehicles are unable to pass then emergency vehicles will also be unable
to reach a destination in an emergency situation which in turn could have devastating results to the
community.

We ask you all to consider your parking — leave a little earlier for a space near school or park a little further
away in a safe manner. Community Police have been informed and we have requested assistance in

managing this going forward.

Thank you for your cooperation.

www.backwellfederation.co.uk




Community Notices

MEADOWSIDE
NURSERY & PRESCHOOL

PART OF YMCA DULVERTON GROUP

Limited spaces available
from September 2025

Here for young pcl:’plc
? Here for communities
Here foryouis

Shine Holiday Clubs are running in Flax
Bourton near school this May Half Term.
We have loved seeing so many children
come along and look forward to welcoming
more of you!

For a limited time, get 20% off using the
code Early Booker in your basket (valid
until Sunday 4" May.)

For children aged 5 to 11 years, the day
runs from 09:00-15:30 with late stay hours
available if you need them. There are loads
of different fun activities running including
Outdoor Adventure, Mega Mashup &
Creative Colour Craze.

Shine are Ofsted Registered so you can pay
via Childcare Vouchers and the Tax Free
Childcare Scheme.

Click Holiday Clubs here to see what’s on.
See you at Shine!

\ [ ndL
Shine

HOLIDAY CLUBS



https://myshine.co.uk/holiday-clubs?venue=59d6166c75c1b340063fcfa3

Community Notices

<=5
L G@BJS

THE ST ANDREW'S

CHILDREN'S
4, CHOIR

A term time choir programme
where you'll sing everything from folk to pop!
All children from school years 1-7 welcome!
£4 per session, payable termly, bursaries and free
tiral session available.

WEDNESDAYS 4-5PM

ST ANDREW'S CHURCH, BACKWELL
@ MEET ALISON

Alison is an Oxford University graduate and an accomplished pianist,
violinist and singer. She is the founder of ‘du Pre Chamber Choir’
which gave distinguished performances in Oxford. She was a .
member of the University Church Choir, Lincoln College Choirand a |
soloist at Christ church Choir. She has a PGCE from Cambridge
University and since has rehearsed and conducted school shows.
Fun fact- she tought the younf Ed Sheeran!

Alison is a mum of two children, who both enjoy music and

rforming in various settings from choirs to Soul Bands! She is
cited to meet our members, both old and new!

To sign up contact us at admin@saintandrewsbackwell.org.
‘ " == - . j
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Community Notices

oo« | INSPIRING
Premier | AcTIVITY

Trustpilot
* % % % A

Bazed 0

Venue:  pannah More Infants & Grove Junior School, Nailsea

Dates:  Tyesday 27th May - Friday 30thM

Times:  9.00- 15:30 (additional pick up available until 5pm)

Price: 5555

Ages: 5-11 (4 year olds can attend until 1pm - half days)

Additional info: g,y drop off available at 8:15

Our Holiday Camps are designed to help
your kids get active, introduce them to
new and exciting activities, and create a
fun-filled experience they will remember
forever.

A bucket load of fun activities, every school
holiday. With great value sports, performing

arts, and games to enjoy each half term, we
have plenty for your children to get stuck
into in the school break.

Book now for a school holiday full of fun!

TREAT YOUR FRIENDS :
TO 207 OFF..AND GET Trustpilot
207 OFF TOO! * * *x * A

*Ts&Cs apply. Refer a Friend discount on new bookings only




Community Notices

a Inspiring the next generation of Al innovators

Build a smart face detector

In this hands-on workshop series,
children will take their first steps
into the world of Artificial
Intelligence (Al) and explore how
machines learn.

Suitable for children aged 9 - 13
years old.

https://codingbug.co.uk/ai-lab/

Yatton Library Saturday 17th May 2025
B549 4hJ From 10:00am - 12:30pm

codingbug.co.uk/ai-lab/

Email: info@codingbug.co.uk or call 07909226520

f facebook.com/codingbug/




Community Notices

PORTISHEAD

GYMNASTICS
HALF TERM CAMPS

FOR SCHOOL YEAR 1 & ABOVE

PARISH WHARF LEISURE CENTRE
Harbour Road, Portishead, Bristol BS20 7DD

XYM

LUl S

ONLY

£30

PER SESSION

Introducing GymClubs' Fun & Skill-Building M Av H ALF
Gymnastics Workshops!

Join us for exciting workshops designed to help your child grow their TEHM wo HKSH ops
gymnastics skills in a supportive and encouraging environment.
oo % L AVAILABLE TO BOOK

Led by our amazing team of experienced coaches, these workshops
are perfect for gymnasts of all levels—whether your child is just
starting out or looking to refine their favourite moves.

Half Term Dates

With a focus on leaming, fun, and confidence-building, we'll work
on key skills like:

‘* Flicks (back handsprings) WEdHESday 28th May
“* Front somersaults 9.30_].30pm

'+ Aerials

'+ Walkovers ThurSday 29th May

'+ Vault progressions for front handsprings and half-ons

Our workshops are all about making progress while having a great " a m-3pm
time, so your child can take their gymnastics journey to the next
level—no matter where they're starting from!

LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE. BOOK NOW AT Any enquiries contact Head
www.gymelubs.co.uk/workshops Coach Bexon 07967 402061

All prices are inclusive of VAT. VAT Registration No. 404812821

A

W@ www.backwellfederation.co.uk :@



Community Notices

V¢

~

PORTISHEAD

GYMNASTS' CHOICE
TASTER SESSION

FOR SCHOOL YEAR 1& ABOVE

PARISH WHARF LEISURE CENTRE
Harbour Road, Portishead, Bristol BS20 7DD

XYM

CLUBS

-t

-

. | 4. M
Session Details:

Take control of your training!

Are there skills you want to master independently? Do you need sat I7th M ay

expert advice to refine techniques you've already learned? Now's
your chance!

Join our Gymnasts’ Choice Taster Sessions, where you decide what sat 24th May
to work on. Whether you're a beginner, novice, or experienced

gymnast, our expert coaches are here to support you.

What you can focus on:

"+ Cartwheels & Round-offs "+ Aerials
'+ Handstand Technique 4+ Somersaults 4pm : 4.50pm
'+ Bridges & Walkovers '+ Headsprings, Handsprings
(Forward & Backward) & Half Ons on vault BOOK YOUR SPOT NOW! SIMPLY
'+ Flicks "4 Front handsprings on floor COMPLETE THE FORM AND LET OUR
QUALIFIED GYMNASTICS COACHES

Any enquiries contact Head TAKE YOUR SKILLS TO THE NEXT LEVEL.

Coach Bex on 07967 402061

www.gymclubs.co.uk/workshops

Al prices are inclusive of VAT, VAT Registration No. 404812621

www.backwellfederation.co.uk




Community Notices

. PRIORITY.

FOOTBALL

28
MAY HOLIDAY CAMPS!

4 DAYS OF FOOTBALL FUN AT NAILSEA SCHOOL
TUESDAY 27™ - FRIDAY 30™ MAY

Year1l-Year 8 (9:00am - 3:30pm)  Reception (9:00am - 1:00pm)

STRIKER DAY FRIDAY PUMA CAMP DAYS

~ " FRIDRY 307 MAY TUESDAY 27™ & FRIDAY 30™ MAY

Book online: www.priorityfootball.co.uk/holidaycamps
Pete@priorityfootball.co.uk | 01275 261 004 | Nailsea School




