Could You or Someone You Know Be a School Governor?
Dear Parents and Carers
We’d like to ask for your help in spreading the word about a rewarding opportunity within our school community. The Backwell Federation (West Leigh Infant School and Backwell Junior School) needs new governors to join its Local Governing Body (LGB) – we are looking for people who are passionate about supporting local education. 
We need parent governors and we’ve also got vacancies for governor roles that look after safeguarding and health & safety. 
Read on to find out more about what being a school governor involves, the different types of governor roles, and how to let us know if you (or someone you know) is interested in applying.
Could you, or someone you know, become a School Governor?
School Governors are part of the largest volunteer force in the country, with over 250,000 people giving their time and skills to help shape the future of young people. You don’t need to be a parent or have any formal qualifications – just a commitment to making a difference and the ability to work as part of a team. You can watch this short video to learn more about being a governor – available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mRqJ_bFipHk
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Who can be a Governor? Anyone over 18 who lives in the UK can apply. There are different types of Governors including:
· Parent Governors – elected by parents
· Co-opted Governors – appointed by the local governing body (LGB) for their skills or community links (you don’t need to be a parent to be coopted)
· Staff Governors – elected by school staff
· Foundation Governors – appointed to support the Christian foundation of the school, where relevant
· Headteacher – if they choose to serve.
We welcome applicants from all walks of life – of any faith or none – and especially value people with a strong sense of community, a willingness to ask questions, and the ability to support and challenge constructively. We’d also love to hear from you if you’ve got experience in a safeguarding in education role, or health and safety. 
Do you have...
· An interest in education and the wellbeing of children?
· The ability to listen, question, and contribute to discussions?
· A collaborative and honest approach?
· A few hours each month to commit to meetings and school visits (around 10 – 20 days each year)?
If this sounds like you – or someone in your family, friendship group or wider network – we’d love to hear from you. 
Interested? To register your interest or to find out more, please email Nicola Gilg, Clerk, at NGilg@lsp.org.uk or contact either of the school offices. We'd also be very happy to talk you through what’s involved and how to apply.
Thank you for taking the time to consider this – and for sharing it with anyone you think might be interested.
Best wishes 
Kate Page and Steve Livings 
Co Chairs – Backwell Federation Local Governing Body
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