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Federation of West Leigh Infant &  
Backwell C of E Junior School 

Newsletter 6- Term 3 
Friday 13th February 2026 

On our website - Links 

West Leigh - Letters to Parents 

BJS - Letters to Parents 
Important Dates – Terms 4 and 5 
Term 4 

• Monday 23rd February – First Day of Term 4 

• Thursday 5th March – World Book Day 2026. WL and BJS children can dress as 
their Favourite Book Character 

• Friday 6th March – BJS 4W Cake Sale 

• Tuesday 10th & Thursday 12th March – WL Parents Evening 

• Wednesday 11th & Thursday 12th March – BJS Parents Evening (except 5B) 

• Monday 16th March – BJS Y5 Church Day 

• Tuesday 17th March – BJS Swimming Gala (PM) 

• Tuesday 17th March & Thursday 19th March – BJS 5B Parents Evening  

• Monday 23rd – Friday 27th March – BJS Book Fair 

• Friday 27th March – 6S Cake Sale 

• Tuesday 31st March – WL Spring Sing in School Hall 2:30-3:00pm 

• Wednesday 1st April – BJS Easter Service 2:15pm at St Andrew’s Church 

• Thursday 2nd April – BJS Easter Festival 

• Thursday 2nd April – Last Day of Term 

Term 5 

• Monday 20th April – First Day of Term 5 

• Friday 1st May – BJS 6C Cake Sale  

• Monday 4th May – Early May Bank Holiday 

• Thursday 7th May  − WL Badgers and Squirrels School Trip (details to follow) 

• Friday 8th May – BJS Y3 Egypt Day 

• Monday 11th May – Thursday 14th May – BJS Y6 SATs Week 

• Monday 11th May – Y3 Church Day 

• Monday 18th May – Thursday 21st May – BJS Health & Fitness Week 

• Friday 22nd May – BJS Sports Day  

 

 

 

 

 

Backwell Federation Newsletter  
Term 3  

Our next INSET day will be 

on: 
 

Monday 1st June 2026 

https://www.backwellfederation.co.uk/page/?title=Letters+to+Parents+%2D+West+Leigh&pid=441
https://www.backwellfederation.co.uk/page/?title=BJS+Letters+to+parents&pid=440
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WL Planned Maintenance Works – No Access to KS1 Bike and Scooter Store 

During the first two weeks after the half-term, the KS1 bike and scooter store by the school hall 

will be cordoned off while essential works take place.  

 

There will be nowhere available to leave your child/children’s bikes and scooters until the work 

is completed, so we would be grateful if they could refrain from cycling or scooting to school 

during this time. 

 

The EYFS store will still be available for reception children to use, but this is not monitored or 

secured, so bikes and scooters are left here at your own risk. 

 

Thank you again for your co-operation. 

 

  

WL Staff Car Park – For Staff Only 

The Importance of Punctuality 

 

  

We are seeing more and more parents/carers parking in our designated staff car park, which is 

creating a risk for pedestrians, staff and other road users.   

 

Parking in the staff car park is prohibited, including at drop off and pick up for Breakfast and 

After School Clubs, unless you have obtained prior permission from us to do so.  

 

Please contact the school office if you have an exceptional reason why you need to use the staff 

car park. 

 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

 
*     Statistics taken from the Backwell Federation Policy 2025.  To view full policy, click here: Backwell-

Federation-Attendance-Policy-2025.374512579.docx 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.backwellfederation.co.uk%2Fattachments%2Fdownload.asp%3Ffile%3D1340%26type%3Ddocx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.backwellfederation.co.uk%2Fattachments%2Fdownload.asp%3Ffile%3D1340%26type%3Ddocx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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WL Class News – Rabbits 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

        
                          
   

 

  

Rabbit Class have enjoyed Term 3, taking 

part in a variety of activities. These have 

included acquiring new computer and 

football skills. 

This terms computer work has focused on word 

processing skills. The children have been 

improving their keyboard skills and creating 

their own Word documents. They had the 

challenge of creating a missing poster for a lost 

Teddy. They soon became familiar with how to 

make the text look larger, use different fonts 

and underline words. 

In football the children have improved their skills and played football related games. Skills 

have included ball control, looking for and using space, push passing and target practice. We 

are aiming to make them all “champions.”  
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WL School Councillors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

WL Class News – Rabbits continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          
 

 

As part of our 
learning on 
respect the 

school council 
organised a 
litter pick to 
make sure 

that the 
playground 

was nice and 
tidy. 

 

They also noticed that the library was looking a little untidy so suggested some children 
tidy it.  On their advice we have advertised for Y2 librarians who will start in Term 4. 
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Thursday 12th February 

Badgers - Xander 

Hedgehogs – Roxy 

Owls – Lily 

Rabbits – Harri 

Squirrels – Jesse 

WL Superstars 

Thursday 29th January 

Badgers – Holly 

Hedgehogs – Edie 

Owls – Grant 

Rabbits – Phoenix 

Squirrels – David 

Thursday 5th February 

Badgers - Aneirin 

Hedgehogs – Fliss 

Owls – Arabella W 

Rabbits – Romilly 

Squirrels – Ivy 
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WL PTA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Fundraising Grand Total  

Drum roll please! After totting up all the proceeds from the Christmas fair, raffle, secret shop, 

nativity recordings and Christmas cards we can reveal that they raised a whopping £3747! THANK 

YOU!  

 

All the funds will go directly towards resources and activities for the children. Thanks so much for all 

your support, and huge thanks to all the volunteers who make the magic happen.  

 

Bumper Cake Sale  

Thanks to a generous donation of delicious Cakesmith cakes from Green King, the PTA held a 

bonus cake sale on 9th January that raised a record-breaking £245 (and thanks to all those who 

abandoned their New Year’s resolutions to buy them!) 

 

Let’s Get Quizzical 

After the success of last year’s quiz night, the PTA is planning another evening of brainteasers and 

banter to be held in March, date TBC. Further details to follow but get ahead and start thinking of 

your team’s name now.  

 

Summer Fair – Save the Date 

The joint West Leigh/BJS Summer Fair will be held on Saturday 13th June. As always, we’ll need 

plenty of volunteers to help run stalls and activities to make it a success so please keep the date 

free if you can. 

 

General Notices:  

 

Party Box  

Love parties, hate waste? If you have a birthday party coming up, save money and the planet whilst 

raising money for West Leigh PTA! 

 

Hire our party kit with everything you need for up to 30 children - plates, bowls, cups, jugs, trays 

and serving bowls. Collection and return is in Backwell. Hire costs £5, plus £20 refundable deposit 

when returned clean and undamaged. 

To check availability, book a slot or for any other questions contact the PTA at 

westleighpta@gmail.com  

 

Pre-loved Uniform  

As all the kids seem to grow in the blink of an eye, the PTA run a pre-loved uniform shop to raise 

funds and re-use school uniform. All items are £1. You can place your order and pay for it 

online, then the uniform fairies will collate and place the items on your child’s peg within a 

week or so. Please order via this link:  

https://sites.google.com/view/wlsecondhanduniform/home?authuser=2   

 

If you’d like to pass on any uniform that your child has outgrown, please get in touch. 
 

mailto:westleighpta@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/view/wlsecondhanduniform/home?authuser=2
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Backwell Juniors - Celebration Assembly 
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BJS – World Book Day & Author Visit Information  
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Book Corner 
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Y4 Writing Unit – Evolution  

Year 4 began their new writing unit last week. They were given an envelope that said 'Top Secret' 

on it which they later found contained the pieces to a puzzle. The finished puzzled showed them 

an exciting image of Stone Age people, dinosaurs, meteors, volcanoes and so much more. 

Following this, the children were put into groups of 3 where they were given a piece of paper that 

had a point of the evolution of the Earth on it. They could choose to either create a piece of art 

inspired by this OR create a news report style video. Miss Wheeler and Mrs Barnard were so 

impressed with the children's creativity. We had some beautiful pieces of art and some very 

gripping news reports about the first humans, the Ice Age, the first oceans, the first cells of life, 

the first plants, volcanic Earth, the age of the dinosaurs, the extinction of the dinosaurs and the 

very, very beginning.  

 

Featured artists 

The Ice Age: Arrietty, Ruby and Ayla-Mae 

The Age of the Dinosaurs: Jaxon, Jack and Rocco 

First Signs of Life: Sophie and Violet 
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On VR Day we started when the visitor arrived with all the VRs.  

After assembly we sat next to a VR and the visitor told us how they work. Once he had finished 

talking, we turned them on and started our journey through the solar system. 

 

First, we visited Mercury, which is the closest planet to the sun, and has the most craters. Next 

stop was Venus, which is the hottest planet - it's got more volcanoes than any other planet! 

The third was Earth, the most beautiful and the one we know most about. After that, was our 

neighbour planet Mars with its surface covered in rusted iron dust. 

Jupiter, the biggest planet, is a gas giant that has a spinning red spot. 

Finally, there’s Saturn surrounded by moons and a ring. We had fun learning all about the solar 

system. Luckily, we also had time to get the bonus asteroid belt video to make up for Uranus and 

Neptune! 

Written by Ezra 5C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y5 VR Space Workshop by Ezra 5C 
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Year 6 French Cafe 

 

At the end of Term 2, Y6 held a French Cafe as they had been learning how to order food and drink 

in their French lessons.  

In lessons over the term, children learnt the French names for different foods, such as chocolate 

cake, ham sandwich, pastries and more. They also learnt how to say different drinks in French, 

such as hot chocolate, orange juice and lemonade. 

Once they knew how to say the items, children then learnt how to ask for the different items as if 

they were in a cafe. Having mastered that, children then practised a short conversation between 

a waiter and a customer in a cafe, ready to attend our own. 

On the day of our event, French music was heard in the classrooms and the food and drink was 

prepared. The classes were split into waiters and customers and we began. 

The waiters had to ask what the customer would require and the customer had to ask for food and 

drink. The children then swapped roles.  

By the time the cafe closed, all were full of sandwiches, cake and drink! A perfect end to a term of 

French speaking and listening. Maybe one day, if the children get the chance to visit France, they 

will remember their cafe language and be able to order for themselves and their families!! 
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House News 

We have been very busy having lots of fun in our houses over the last few months. Our Christmas 

termly competition was an entertaining 'reindeer ring toss!' Many of us demonstrated our 

excellent throwing and aiming by landing the rings perfectly on the reindeer's antlers. It was a 

close competition but Sycamore just came through to take the win, earning themselves 100hp! 

 

We have recently set up a new termly house meet, whereby each house takes part in an activity 

that allows us to spend time with our house buddies doing something fun and interactive together 

(working across year groups is a great way to both get to know and support people in other 

classes.)  

 

The 4 events we have on rotation between now and the end of the year are listed below. The 

colours indicate which house did each event this time round: 

 

1. Paper aeroplane competition - make a plane with your buddy and see whose plane flies the 

furthest! 

2. Lego challenge - what can you build with 30 bricks? Who can build the most creative thing? 

3. Bingo - everyone's favourite! 

4. 3 marker challenge - pick 3 coloured pens at random and draw anything you like to reflect 

the colours you picked. 

 

A huge thank you and well done to all our wonderful house captains (Juliet, Cassia, David, Eloise, 

Anna, Lily, Noah and Mimi) who do such a great job in helping to both run and organise all the 

house events we do in school, often giving up their lunchtimes to do so. They also do the very 

important job of writing out all the housepoint certificates every couple of weeks too. We really 

would be lost without them!  
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Big Wheel & Walk 

We are pleased to share that Backwell Junior School is beginning its journey towards a Modeshift 

STARS Travel Award – a national recognition for schools that promote safe, active, and 

sustainable travel. 

This is a valuable opportunity to understand how our school community travels and to explore 

how we can support safer and more sustainable choices. The insights we gather will help us 

develop a travel plan that reflects the needs and experiences of our pupils, families, and staff. 

We have also signed up again for The Big Wheel & Walk 
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Parking at BJS 

The school office have yet again been receiving a large number of neighbourhood complaints regarding 

parking at school and in the surrounding roads. There has been an increase in the number of parents 

dropping their children off by car directly opposite Backwell Juniors. We'd like to remind everyone that it is 

not permitted to stop on the painted zig zag lines outside school, but it is also unsafe to park on the road 

due to the narrowness of the lanes etc. 

 

Several children have mentioned that they feel unsafe walking to and from school due to the speed and 

number of cars on this road and so we politely ask for you to refrain from dropping off in these areas and 

park on Dark Lane and walk the short distance to school to drop off/pick up. This additional 5 minutes is a 

small ask given these safety concerns. 

 

Large vehicles have been unable to pass on Church Lane and the congestion level at school times is 

excessive.  

 

As well as being very concerned about reports of people being rude to other road users and our neighbours 

we are very concerned that if larger vehicles are unable to pass then emergency vehicles will also be unable 

to reach a destination in an emergency situation which in turn could have devastating results to the 

community. 

 

We ask you all to consider your parking – leave a little earlier for a space near school or park a little further 

away in a safe manner. Community Police have been informed and we have requested assistance in 

managing this going forward.  

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
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Wellbeing Support - New SilverCloud CBT Service for Children and Young People 

NHS Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire have launched a new online CBT service 

for local children and young people. 
 

SilverCloud, offers supports for children and young people experiencing low mood and anxiety. 

Children aged 12-plus can self-refer to the service at feelingmixedup.uk 

Support is also available for parents of children aged five-plus.  
 

The service is part of a range of a range of wellbeing support for children 

and young people that also includes Kooth and Off The Record.  

You can find out more about these services in the directory of Mental 

Health and Wellbeing Services for Children and Young People for your  

Area, available on the local NHS website at: 
 

https://bnssghealthiertogether.org.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-peoples-emotional-

health-and-wellbeing/ 

 

 
 

 

Community Notices 

https://bnssghealthiertogether.org.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-peoples-emotional-health-and-wellbeing/
https://bnssghealthiertogether.org.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-peoples-emotional-health-and-wellbeing/
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Community Notices 
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North Somerset Parent Carers Working Together, our local forum for parents and carers of children with SEND and 

additional needs, is undertaking their independent annual survey which seeks parents’ experiences of using 

education, health and care services locally. The results of the survey will be shared with the local area SEND 

Improvement Board and support strategic leaders in understanding needs and planning services. The forum is 

encouraging all parents of children with additional needs and/or disability aged 0-25 to complete the survey, 

whether they have an Education Health & Care Plan, receive SEN Support, or are awaiting further support from 

services. 

Parents and carers who complete the survey can enter a draw to win one of eight Amazon E-vouchers, with a top 

prize of £200. 

  
The survey can be found at:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NSPCWT2026 

  

NSPCWT can be contacted via their Facebook page or via email at admin@nspcwt.org 

  
The survey will close on 28th February 2026. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NSPCWT2026
https://facebook.com/nspcwt
mailto:admin@nspcwt.org
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