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Federation of West Leigh Infant &  
Backwell C of E Junior School 

Newsletter 7- Term 4 
Friday 13th March 2026 

On our website - Links 

WL - Letters to Parents 

BJS - Letters to Parents 

Important Dates – Terms 4 and 5 
Term 4 

• Monday 16th March – BJS Y5 Church Day 

• Monday 16th March – BJS 4W Class Assembly 10.15am School Hall 

• Tuesday 17th March – BJS 6C Class Assembly 10.15am School Hall 

• Tuesday 17th March – BJS Swimming Gala (PM) 

• Tuesday 17th March & Thursday 19th March – BJS 5B Parents Evening  

• Thursday 19th March – BJS 4PB Class Assembly 10.15am School Hall 

• Friday 20th March – WL and BJS “Wear a Red Accessory” for Comic Relief (with uniform) 

• Monday 23rd – Friday 27th March – BJS Book Fair 

• Monday 23rd March – BJS – 3J Class Assembly 10.15am School Hall 

• Friday 27th March – BJS – Rainbow Hamper Collection – wear your class assigned colour 

• Tuesday 31st March – WL Spring Sing in School Hall 2:30-3:00pm (doors open at 2:15pm) 

• Tuesday 31st March – WL PTA Owl Class Cake Sale 

• Wednesday 1st April – BJS Easter Service 2:15pm at St Andrew’s Church 

• Wednesday 1st April – WL PTA Easter Disco (timings on Federation Calendar) 

• Thursday 2nd April – BJS Easter Festival 

• Thursday 2nd April – WL PTA Non-Uniform Day 

• Thursday 2nd April – Last Day of Term 4 

Term 5 

• Saturday 18th April – WL PTA Make Do and Mend Cake Sale 2-5pm at Backwell Scout Hut 

• Monday 20th April – First Day of Term 5 

• Friday 24th April – BJS 6S Cake Sale 

• Friday 1st May – BJS 6C Cake Sale  

• Monday 4th May – Early May Bank Holiday 

• Thursday 7th May  − WL Badgers and Squirrels School Trip (details to follow) 

• Friday 8th May – BJS Y3 Egypt Day 

• Monday 11th May – Thursday 14th May – BJS Y6 SATs Week 

• Monday 11th May – Y3 Church Day 

• Thursday 14th May – BJS 3W Class Assembly 10.15am School Hall 

• Friday 15th May – WL PTA Quiz Night (arrive 7:30pm for an 8pm start) 

• Monday 18th May – Thursday 21st May – BJS Health & Fitness Week 

• Friday 22nd May – BJS Sports Day  

 

 

 

Backwell Federation Newsletter  
Term 4  

Our next INSET day 

will be on: 
 

Monday 1st June 

2026 

https://www.backwellfederation.co.uk/page/?title=Letters+to+Parents+%2D+West+Leigh&pid=441
https://www.backwellfederation.co.uk/page/?title=BJS+Letters+to+parents&pid=440
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WL Class News – Badgers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              
 

        

 

 

                          

 

  
Badger class have been having such a fun time learning 
outside with our Little Explorers teacher, Mr Welty. 
 

We have made animal homes with natural materials such as sticks, leaves and mud so that any hibernating 
animals can easily move in.  We have used binoculars to spot birds, and enticed them by leaving bird seed 
and dried worms for them to eat.  We have used pots, pans and utensils to make our own concoction's 
based on the Gruffalo's scrambled snake and owl ice-cream, as well as being worm conjurers (stamping our 
feet on the spot) and tricking the worms into thinking it is raining so they will make an appearance. 
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WL Class News – Squirrels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              
 

        

 
    

           
 

 

  

World Book Day – 5th March 2026 

In Squirrel class we enjoyed a very exciting world book day. We had so much fun in our costumes, made 
bookmarks, little books and celebrated books all day. We were even lucky enough to have Mrs Bowden 
Green come to our classroom to read us a story. We also loved the book swap in the hall. It was great to see 
the children choose and unwrap their new books. Thank you for your book donations and for the effort that 
went into your costumes. 
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WL Class News – Squirrels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       World Book Day – 5th March 2026          
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WL Class News – Hedgehogs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Our Geography Trip – Recounted by Roman in Hedgehogs 
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WL Class News – Hedgehogs continued… 
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Thursday 5th March 

Badgers – Lilah 

Hedgehogs – Roman 

Owls – Raife 

Rabbits – Brody 

Squirrels – Esmé Thursday 12th March 

Badgers - Kasjan 

Hedgehogs – Lucas 

Owls – Rory 

Rabbits – Joe 

Squirrels – Lenny 
 

WL Superstars     
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WL PTA – Save the Dates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
 

PTA Terms 4, 5 & 6 Events - Save the dates! 

 

Please find below dates for your diary for PTA events for the 

rest of the academic year. You should also have received a 

physical leaflet in your child's book bag which you can place on 

your fridge. 

 

Tuesday 31st March - Owl class cake sale 
After school cake sale. Proceeds go to the class teacher to buy something for the 
class. 
 

Wednesday 1st April - Easter Disco 
Children can celebrate the end of term and enjoy some Easter festivities with 
dancing, 
games and a themed snack. Book through PTA Events. 
 

Thursday 2nd April - Non uniform day 
Your child can come to school dressed as they like on the last day of term! £1 
donation 
for the PTA. 
 

Saturday 18th April - Make Do and Mend cake sale 2-5pm 
PTA volunteers will be running a fundraising cake sale at this community event at 
the Scout Hut organised by Sustainable Backwell and Backwell Climate Action. 
 

Wednesday 29th April - Badger class cake sale 
After school cake sale. Proceeds go to the class teacher to buy something for the 
class. 
 

Friday 15th May - Parents Quiz Night 
Book your babysitter and join us for a fun and informal evening from 7.30pm (for 
8pm start). There will be a bar, snacks, games, prizes for the winners! Book via 
PTA events and please book in advance so we know how many people to cater 
for. 
 

Friday 5th June - Non uniform day 
Your child can come to school dressed as they like in exchange for a prize 
donation for 
the kids’ tombola held at the Summer Fair. 
 

Saturday 13th June - Summer Fair 
Joint summer fair with Backwell Junior School, held at the Junior School. More 
information to come but please save the date as it is a parent run event across 
both schools. 
 

Thursday 2nd July - Squirrel class cake sale 
After school cake sale. Proceeds go to the class teacher to buy something for the 
class. 
 

Thursday 16th July - Y2 leavers disco 
Action packed disco for Year 2s with games and dancing to help celebrate the 
end of the year and their time at West Leigh! 
 

West Leigh School Parents Association 

Registered Charity number: 1038576 

c/o West Leigh Infant School, Westfield Drive, Backwell, BS48 3NG 
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WL PTA – Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                          
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West Leigh Uniform 
There is now a dedicated 
WhatsApp group for any 
pre-loved uniform 
requests that can be 
joined via this QR code: 

 

 

Year 2 Leavers’ Hoodies 

Since 2016, the West Leigh PTA has been organising for Year 2 children to have the chance to purchase 

leavers’ hoodies as a special keepsake. This year the colour is bottle green. 

Full details have been sent by email. Please know we never want anyone to feel excluded due to finances. To 

help with this, we have set aside funds to support families who may need a little extra help - confidentially 

and without any questions. The payment options are on the PTA events website when you log in to purchase. 

 If you would like to order a hoodie, please order by 

Sunday 29th March. http://www.pta-

events.co.uk/backwellfederationpa/ 

We have a list of everyone’s first name to be included 

in the design but if you would like it to be different 

from what the school has then please indicate that on 

the order. 

Parents will also receive an email asking to respond 

only if you would like to opt out of having your 

child's name on the jumper. The hoodies will be 

distributed at the end of the 5th term in May. Children 

will be allowed to wear them to school for the rest of 

the year. 
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WL PTA – Upcoming Events 
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WL PTA – Notices 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 100 Club Update 
 

Thank you to all those who are supporting our 100 club and 

congratulations to those who have won so far. We’ve now had 5 

draws with 5 still to go (March to July). The next draw is on the 

last day of term. 

As a reminder the 100 club is our school lottery. You purchase a 

number between 1-100 and each month it’s entered into a draw 

with a chance to win a cash prize of £50, £20 or £10. 
  

There are still 38 unsold tickets for the 100 club so if you would like to be involved then purchase 

your number at a cost of £10 which covers the remaining 5 draws, an equivalent of £2 a draw. 

You can purchase your ticket via https://pta.events/100-club 

The numbers still available are 30, 33, 34, 36-41, 46, 49, 51, 54, 56,57, 59, 60, 62-65, 67-69, 71, 

73, 78, 79, 83, 84, 89, 92-96. If you’d like more information, please email the PTA. 
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Backwell Juniors - Celebration Assembly 
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BJS – World Book Day & Author Visit Information  

A fantastic day was had by all last Thursday! It was brilliant to see the many different outfits and costumes 
linked to the children (and staff’s) favourite book characters!! (spot the Roald Dahl staff theme!) 
 
The most thoughtful/ creative costume idea/s from each class were rewarded with a certificate and a £5 
voucher to be spent at our upcoming book fair (watch this space for information about that!). 
 
A big well done to:  
 
Charlotte in 3J 
Matty in 3W  
Sophie B in 4W 
Arlo in 4PB 
Archie W in 5C 
Loveday in 5B 
Dylan F in 6C 
Cassia, Ruth and Zenara in 6S 
 
Author Visit 
We all thoroughly enjoyed our visit from award-winning author, Christopher Edge on Thursday. The day 
started with a whole school assembly, where Christopher talked us through what inspired him to write his 
many different books and their different story plots, ranging from radioactive bananas to cinemas with 
tunnels to other worlds!  
 
Year 3 and 4 and then Year 5 and 6 were then treated to a brilliant workshop based on his best-selling novel, 
'Escape Room'. Many children could relate to this theme, after having visited an Escape room themselves in 
real life. The workshops took volunteers through various Escape room challenges similar to the ones faced by 
Eden, the main character from the book. It was brilliant to see so many engaged/ excited faces hang on 
Christopher's every word! Lots of books were then bought and signed and there was a brilliant buzz around 
the school discussing his different titles. This visit wouldn’t have been possible without the generosity of the 
PTA so a huge thank you again to them for funding the cost of this visit. 
 
The rest of the day saw children receiving a new book as part of the book swap event; the new 'Reading Spine' 
for each year group being revealed to each class and many other book-themed activities. A Roald Dahl 
themed trail around the school at lunchtimes last week was also popular with many of the children from all 
year groups. Not to mention the excitement of the PTA Wonka bar reveal at the end of the day!  
 
It was definitely a day to remember- thank you for your support in making this happen! 
 
Mrs Barnard 
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PTA Updates  
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Big Wheel & Walk 

We are pleased to share that Backwell Junior School is beginning its journey towards a Modeshift 

STARS Travel Award – a national recognition for schools that promote safe, active, and 

sustainable travel. 

This is a valuable opportunity to understand how our school community travels and to explore 

how we can support safer and more sustainable choices. The insights we gather will help us 

develop a travel plan that reflects the needs and experiences of our pupils, families, and staff. 

We have also signed up again for The Big Wheel & Walk 
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Parking at BJS 

The school office have yet again been receiving a large number of neighbourhood complaints regarding 

parking at school and in the surrounding roads. There has been an increase in the number of parents 

dropping their children off by car directly opposite Backwell Juniors. We'd like to remind everyone that it is 

not permitted to stop on the painted zig zag lines outside school, but it is also unsafe to park on the road 

due to the narrowness of the lanes etc. 

 

Several children have mentioned that they feel unsafe walking to and from school due to the speed and 

number of cars on this road and so we politely ask for you to refrain from dropping off in these areas and 

park on Dark Lane and walk the short distance to school to drop off/pick up. This additional 5 minutes is a 

small ask given these safety concerns. 

 

Large vehicles have been unable to pass on Church Lane and the congestion level at school times is 

excessive.  

 

As well as being very concerned about reports of people being rude to other road users and our neighbours 

we are very concerned that if larger vehicles are unable to pass then emergency vehicles will also be unable 

to reach a destination in an emergency situation which in turn could have devastating results to the 

community. 

 

We ask you all to consider your parking – leave a little earlier for a space near school or park a little further 

away in a safe manner. Community Police have been informed and we have requested assistance in 

managing this going forward.  

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
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Wellbeing Support - New SilverCloud CBT Service for Children and Young People 

NHS Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire have launched a new online CBT service 

for local children and young people. 
 

SilverCloud, offers supports for children and young people experiencing low mood and anxiety. 

Children aged 12-plus can self-refer to the service at feelingmixedup.uk 

Support is also available for parents of children aged five-plus.  
 

The service is part of a range of a range of wellbeing support for children 

and young people that also includes Kooth and Off The Record.  

You can find out more about these services in the directory of Mental 

Health and Wellbeing Services for Children and Young People for your  

Area, available on the local NHS website at: 
 

https://bnssghealthiertogether.org.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-peoples-emotional-

health-and-wellbeing/ 

 

 
 

 

Community Notices 

https://bnssghealthiertogether.org.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-peoples-emotional-health-and-wellbeing/
https://bnssghealthiertogether.org.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-peoples-emotional-health-and-wellbeing/
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