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Federation of West Leigh Infant &  
Backwell C of E Junior School 

Newsletter 11- Term 6 
Tuesday 21st July 2026 

On our website - Links 

WL - Letters to Parents 

BJS - Letters to Parents 

Backwell Federation Newsletter  
Term 6 

Our next INSET days 

will be on: 

Thursday 3rd and 

Friday 4th 

September 2026 

Term 6 

• Wednesday 22nd July – WL Year 2 Leavers Assembly 9:15am 
School Hall 

• Wednesday 22nd July – BJS Year 6 Leavers Assembly 11am School 
Hall 

• Wednesday 22nd July – Last Day of the School Year 

 

2026-2027 Academic Year 

Terms 1 and 2 

• Thursday 3rd September – Start of Term 1 (Staff Only) 

• Thursday 3rd September – INSET Day #1 (Staff Only) 

• Friday 4th September – INSET Day #2 (Staff Only 

• Monday 7th September – Start of Term 1 (Staff and Children) 

• Monday 14th September – WL Tulip Photography Individual Photo 
Sessions 

• Monday 5th October – BJS Year 6 Bikeability All Day 

• Tuesday 6th October – BJS Year 6 Bikeability All Day 

• Monday 12th October – BJS Year 6 Bikeability All Day  

• Tuesday 13th October – BJS Year 6 Bikeability All Day  

• Monday 19th October – BJS Year 6 Bikeability All Day 

• Tuesday 20th October – BJS Tulip Photography Individual Photo 
Sessions 

• Wednesday 21st October – BJS Year 6 Bikeability All Day 

• Friday 23rd October – End of Term 1 

• Monday 2nd November – Start of Term 2 

• Friday 6th November – WL Nasal Flu Vaccinations (All Years  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.backwellfederation.co.uk/page/?title=Letters+to+Parents+%2D+West+Leigh&pid=441
https://www.backwellfederation.co.uk/page/?title=BJS+Letters+to+parents&pid=440
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Charlie's Premier League Cycle Challenge for 
Cancer Research UK 

Donate here: https://www.justgiving.com/page/charlie-collis- 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/charlie-collis-
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  Dear Parent/Carer 
  
As you may be aware there are a number of changes to Free School Meals eligibility 
from the start of next academic year: 

• Eligibility is being expanded for all children and young people who are in 
households in receipt of Universal Credit. 

• Transitional protection is ending at the end of July 2026 (Transactional 
protection has been in place since April 2018 and meant that pupils becoming 
eligible for free meals under the benefits-based criteria have retained their 
entitlement for 6 years, even if their household circumstances have changed). 

  
If your child(ren) already receive(s) free school meals: 
  
As a result of these changes all pupils currently in receipt of free school meals will 
need to re-check their eligibility over the summer break.  Please use this link Free 
School Meals Checker - Check Eligibility Online | LGfL FSM to have your child(rens) 
status for free school meals re-checked (view previous check). 
  
If you have recently applied to North Somerset Council for free school meals from 
September 2026, then you will now need to reapply (check eligibility) using the link 
above. 
  
If you want to check if your child may be eligible for free school meals: 
  
Please use this link Free School Meals Checker - Check Eligibility Online | LGfL FSM to 
see if you would be eligible for free school meals from September 2026. 
  
Free School Meals provide eligible pupils with a free school lunch during the school 
day. 
Registering for Free School Meals may also bring additional funding into school 
through pupil premium. 
  
For more information about the changes to free school meals please visit this 
webpage on the Lighthouse Schools Partnership website.  
  
Kind regards 
  
Nick Webster 
Executive Headteacher 
The Federation of West Leigh Infants and Backwell Juniors 
01275 463 274   01275 462 632 
 

URGENT MESSAGE REGARDING FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

Message from Mr Webster 

https://fsm.lgfl.net/
https://fsm.lgfl.net/
https://fsm.lgfl.net/
https://www.lsp.org.uk/fsm-changes
https://www.lsp.org.uk/fsm-changes
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WL Class News – Rabbits 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

        
RABBITS – West Leigh School were 

very lucky to have a visit from 

Maddie Steel (Ivy from Owl classes 

Auntie). Maddie has a very 

important job carrying out 

maintenance on wind turbines in 

the North Sea. Maddie has to wear 

some very special clothes to help 

keep her safe when she is at work. 

We were allowed to try on the 

clothes and Mrs Brice and Miss 

Taylor even had a race to see who 

could get dressed in the safety 

suits first! 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In History this term Rabbit Class have been learning all about Victorian seaside holidays. We discovered that 

seaside holidays became popular when Queen Victoria started going on them to improve her health. So far 

this term, we have compared activities the Victorians would have done and what we enjoy doing at the 

seaside in the present. We even watched part of a Punch and Judy show. We have noticed that the Victorians 

were very covered up at the beach and they used bathing machines to get in and out of the sea. As part of 

our local history, we have looked at how Birnbeck pier looked in the past and how it was used 
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WL Class News – KS1 School Trip 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hedgehogs, Owls and 

Rabbits enjoyed a 

wonderful school trip 

to Clevedon Pier last 

week, following our 

history work 

on seaside holidays of 

the past. Despite the 

very warm weather, 

we were delighted to 

see so many children 

dressed in Victorian 

costumes. Many 

members of the public 

commented on how 

much they enjoyed 

seeing the children 

dressed up! 

 

We loved exploring the Discovery Centre Museum, 

where we found out that the pier is 157 years old. 

The views from the Porthole Room were spectacular, 

giving us a unique perspective of the pier’s 

architecture from beneath.  

 

We enjoyed sketching this view, as well as looking at 

beautiful artwork and historical photographs of the 

pier through the years. We also explored the full 

length of the pier, following a discovery picture trail 

to spot interesting features both on the pier itself and 

out across the coastline.  

 

Some children even had time to create wax crayon 
rubbings of the brass fish hidden on the benches. 
 
After a busy morning, we enjoyed eating our lunch 
in the shade of a nearby park before making our 
way to the beach. The children had great fun 
stacking rocks, searching for sea glass and cooling 
down with a well-earned ice lolly while enjoying the 
sea breeze. 
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WL Class News – KS1 School Trip Continued… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

Those who attended 

Thursday’s trip were 

treated to an extra-special 

surprise. We were lucky 

enough to witness the 

final moments of a 

remarkable swim all the 

way from Wales, arriving 

at the slipway just as we 

were leaving. It was a very 

exciting moment to see! 

We all had a fantastic day, 

and the children were 

excellent ambassadors for 

our school throughout the 

visit. Their exemplary 

behaviour, enthusiasm 

and curiosity made us 

incredibly proud. 
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WL Class News – KS1 School Trip Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

WL Class News – All Classes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

We all had a brilliant time welcoming CBeebies presenter and author Ben Cajee to West Leigh to share his new 

book, The Panda-Badger! 

 

The children listened beautifully to the story of Pablo, a unique little character navigating identity, diversity, 

and finding his place in the world. The children did a fantastic job soaking up these important messages and 

took part in a lively Q&A session at the end, asking some great questions. 

A massive thank you to Ben for giving up his time to come in, and share his story with us—we all loved it! 

Ben’s book is published by Penguin Books and is available to buy on their website: 
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/448021/the-panda-badger-by-cajee-ben/9780241562604 

 

 

 

Mrs Thresher and Ms Cogan with Author and CBeebies presenter 

Ben Cajee. 

https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/448021/the-panda-badger-by-cajee-ben/9780241562604
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WL Class News – Badgers and Squirrels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

On Tuesday morning, Reception children were 

joined by Michael and Tom for a fantastic morning 

of exciting workshops. 

Michael captivated the children with his wonderful 

storytelling, sharing the tale of the Bul-Bul bird. 

  

 

During Tom's workshop, the children had the opportunity to explore a variety of fascinating animal 
artefacts up close. They sorted the artefacts into animals that live in the UK and those that do not. The 
children were very excited to examine skeletons, skulls, tails, spiders, and many other exciting objects. 
It was a very fun, hands-on, memorable learning experience.  
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WL Superstars    

Thursday 11th June 

Badgers – Ellie 

Hedgehogs – Hattie 

Owls – Tadhg 

Rabbits – Erika 

Squirrels – Henry T 

Thursday 18th June 

Hedgehogs – Felicity P 

Owls – Aoife 

Rabbits – Ava and Oscar 

Thursday 2nd July 

Rabbits – Marcus 

Thursday 9th July 

Hedgehogs – Phoebe 

Thursday 16th July 

Hedgehogs – Anna and Katie 

Owls – Arabella and Mia 

Rabbits – Billy and Cleo 
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Farewell Year 2 
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WL PTA - News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
THANK YOU! 

A huge thank you to everyone who has supported the PTA this year.  

Thanks to your generosity, enthusiasm and hard work, we've raised an incredible: 

 £10,419! 

Whether you bought a cake or a disco ticket, joined the 100 Club, ordered a  

Nativity video, volunteered at the Christmas or Summer Fair, or supported  

any of our other fundraising events, you've helped pay for resources and  

activities that make a real difference to the children at West Leigh. 

 

This year, along with donations to each class, your support has enabled the PTA 

to fund outdoor learning sessions, farm trips, gym and dance workshops, the new 

sheds and reading corner in the Reception playground, iPad chargers and much  

more. 

 

Every event you attend, every ticket you buy and every hour you volunteer helps enrich school life 

for all our pupils. Thank you for helping make it all possible! 

YOUR PTA NEEDS YOU! 

 

As we look ahead to the new academic year, several of our committee members will be stepping 

down as their children move on from West Leigh. We're therefore looking for some new faces to 

join the PTA. 

Volunteering is a fantastic way to meet other parents and make in invaluable contribution to school 

life. If you'd like to find out more, we'd love to hear from you. Please speak to one of the current 

committee members or drop us a line at westleighpta@gmail.com – we'd be happy to answer any 

questions. 
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Thank You WL PTA 
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5C News 

 

Cancer affects so many families, and ours is no different. By supporting Charlie’s challenge, you’ll be 

helping Cancer Research UK continue their vital work to improve treatments, find new cures, and give 

more families hope for the future. 

 

Every donation, no matter how big or small, will make a difference and will mean the world to Charlie 

as he takes on this extraordinary journey. 

 

Thank you so much for your support. 

 

970 miles. 1,561km. 15th August to 30th August 2026. Every Premier League stadium. One 

incredible challenge. 

 

Thanks for taking the time to visit my JustGiving page. 

 

Donating through JustGiving is simple, fast and totally secure. Your details are safe with JustGiving - 

they'll never sell them on or send unwanted emails. Once you donate, they'll send your money directly 

to the charity. So it's the most efficient way to donate - saving time and cutting costs for the charity.” 

Charlie’s Challenge 

Message from Charlie’s Dad Chris 

“In August 2026, my 10-year-old 

son, Charlie, will be taking on the 

biggest challenge of his life. 

 

From 15th August to 30th August 

2026, Charlie will cycle an 

incredible 970 miles (1,561km) 

from Newcastle to the South 

Coast, visiting every Premier 

League stadium along the way 

before finishing at Southampton. 

 

Charlie is doing this to raise money 

for Cancer Research UK in memory 

of his grandad, who sadly lost his 

battle with cancer at the age of 65. 

 

This challenge will push Charlie 

both physically and mentally. 

There will be long days in the 

saddle, tough weather conditions, 

and moments when he’ll want to 

give up. But knowing that every 

mile ridden is helping to fund life-

saving research will keep him 

going. 
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Bikeability Holiday Course 

Due to an unexpected funding decision by Active travel England, we are unable to offer funded 

Level 1 training for your Year 4s in term time this financial year. However, they have released 

funding to allow us to offer funded training in the holidays. 

  

We firmly believe in the importance of Level 1 as gateway training to give your pupils early cycle 

control skills to help them move onto the on-road training in Years 5 & 6. Therefore, we have set 

up FREE Level 1 holiday courses this August and Gordano School are kindly facilitating the 

space. 
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BJS PTA News 
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Medal Winners - Gym Competition 3rd July 2026 

 

 

Year 6 – End of SATs 
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Wellbeing Support - New SilverCloud CBT Service for Children and Young People 

NHS Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire have launched a new online CBT service 

for local children and young people. 
 

SilverCloud, offers supports for children and young people experiencing low mood and anxiety. 

Children aged 12-plus can self-refer to the service at feelingmixedup.uk 

Support is also available for parents of children aged five-plus.  
 

The service is part of a range of a range of wellbeing support for children 

and young people that also includes Kooth and Off The Record.  

You can find out more about these services in the directory of Mental 

Health and Wellbeing Services for Children and Young People for your  

Area, available on the local NHS website at: 

https://bnssghealthiertogether.org.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-peoples-emotional-

health-and-wellbeing/ 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 – End of SATs continued… 

 

 

https://bnssghealthiertogether.org.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-peoples-emotional-health-and-wellbeing/
https://bnssghealthiertogether.org.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-peoples-emotional-health-and-wellbeing/
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Farewell Year 6 
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Community Notices 
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Community Notices 

[Grab your reader’s attention with a 

great quote from the document or use 

this space to emphasize a key point. To 

place this text box anywhere on the 

page, just drag it.] 
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