Newsletter 11- Term 6
Federation of West Leigh Infant & Tuesday 215t July 2026

Backwell C of E Junior School Leamig
' N

Backwell Federation Newsletter
Term 6 LIGHTHOUSE

SCHOOLS PARTNERSHIP

On our website - Links

WL - Letters to Parents Wednesday 22" July — WL Year 2 Leavers Assembly 9:15am
School Hall

BJS - Letters to Parents

Wednesday 22" July — BJS Year 6 Leavers Assembly 11am School
Hall

Wednesday 22" July — Last Day of the School Year

00 2026-2027 Academic Year
v Terms 1 and 2
Thursday 3" September — Start of Term 1 (Staff Only)
Thursday 3" September — INSET Day #1 (Staff Only)
Friday 4™ September — INSET Day #2 (Staff Only
Monday 7t September — Start of Term 1 (Staff and Children)

Monday 14t September — WL Tulip Photography Individual Photo
Sessions

Monday 5™ October — BJS Year 6 Bikeability All Day
Tuesday 6™ October — BJS Year 6 Bikeability All Day
Monday 12t October — BJS Year 6 Bikeability All Day
Tuesday 13% October — BJS Year 6 Bikeability All Day
Monday 19t October — BJS Year 6 Bikeability All Day

Tuesday 20" October — BJS Tulip Photography Individual Photo
Sessions

Wednesday 215t October — BJS Year 6 Bikeability All Day
Friday 23" October — End of Term 1

Monday 2" November — Start of Term 2

Our next INSET days
will be on:

Thursday 3 and
Friday 4t
September 2026

Friday 6™ November — WL Nasal Flu Vaccinations (All Years



https://www.backwellfederation.co.uk/page/?title=Letters+to+Parents+%2D+West+Leigh&pid=441
https://www.backwellfederation.co.uk/page/?title=BJS+Letters+to+parents&pid=440

Charlie's Premier League Cycle Challenge for

Cancer Research UK
Donate here: https://www.justgiving.com/page/charlie-collis-
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https://www.justgiving.com/page/charlie-collis-

URGENT MESSAGE REGARDING FREE SCHOOL MEALS
Message from Mr Webster

Dear Parent/Carer

As you may be aware there are a number of changes to Free School Meals eligibility
from the start of next academic year:

. Eligibility is being expanded for all children and young people who are in
households in receipt of Universal Credit.

. Transitional protection is ending at the end of July 2026 (Transactional
protection has been in place since April 2018 and meant that pupils becoming
eligible for free meals under the benefits-based criteria have retained their
entitlement for 6 years, even if their household circumstances have changed).

If your child(ren) already receive(s) free school meals:

As a result of these changes all pupils currently in receipt of free school meals will
need to re-check their eligibility over the summer break. Please use this link Free
School Meals Checker - Check Eligibility Online | LGfL. FSM to have your child(rens)
status for free school meals re-checked (view previous check).

If you have recently applied to North Somerset Council for free school meals from
September 2026, then you will now need to reapply (check eligibility) using the link
above.

If you want to check if your child may be eligible for free school meals:

Please use this link Free School Meals Checker - Check Eligibility Online | LGfL FSM to
see if you would be eligible for free school meals from September 2026.

Free School Meals provide eligible pupils with a free school lunch during the school
day.

Registering for Free School Meals may also bring additional funding into school
through pupil premium.

For more information about the changes to free school meals please visit this
webpage on the Lighthouse Schools Partnership website.

Kind regards

Nick Webster

Executive Headteacher

The Federation of West Leigh Infants and Backwell Juniors
01275463 274 01275462 632



https://fsm.lgfl.net/
https://fsm.lgfl.net/
https://fsm.lgfl.net/
https://www.lsp.org.uk/fsm-changes
https://www.lsp.org.uk/fsm-changes

WL Class News — Rabbits

RABBITS — West Leigh School were
very lucky to have a visit from
Maddie Steel (lvy from Owl classes
Auntie). Maddie has a very
important job carrying out
maintenance on wind turbines in
the North Sea. Maddie has to wear
some very special clothes to help
keep her safe when she is at work.
We were allowed to try on the
clothes and Mrs Brice and Miss
Taylor even had a race to see who
could get dressed in the safety
suits first!

wIndINO3 DNIAYS?

In History this term Rabbit Class have been learning all about Victorian seaside holidays. We discovered that
seaside holidays became popular when Queen Victoria started going on them to improve her health. So far
this term, we have compared activities the Victorians would have done and what we enjoy doing at the
seaside in the present. We even watched part of a Punch and Judy show. We have noticed that the Victorians
were very covered up at the beach and they used bathing machines to get in and out of the sea. As part of
our local history, we have looked at how Birnbeck pier looked in the past and how it was used

www.backwellfederation.co.uk




WL Class News — KS1 School Trip

Hedgehogs, Owls and
Rabbits enjoyed a
wonderful school trip
to Clevedon Pier last
week, following our
history work

on seaside holidays of
the past. Despite the
very warm weather,
we were delighted to
see so many children
dressed in Victorian
costumes. Many
members of the public

commented on how

much they enjoyed

seeing the children

dressed up!

We loved exploring the Discovery Centre Museum,
where we found out that the pier is 157 years old.
The views from the Porthole Room were spectacular,
giving us a unique perspective of the pier’s

architecture from beneath.

We enjoyed sketching this view, as well as looking at
beautiful artwork and historical photographs of the
pier through the years. We also explored the full
length of the pier, following a discovery picture trail
to spot interesting features both on the pier itself and

out across the coastline.

Some children even had time to create wax crayon
rubbings of the brass fish hidden on the benches.

After a busy morning, we enjoyed eating our lunch
in the shade of a nearby park before making our
way to the beach. The children had great fun
stacking rocks, searching for sea glass and cooling
down with a well-earned ice lolly while enjoying the
sea breeze.

www.backwellfederation.co.uk W



WL Class News — KS1 School Trip Continued...

i —— e D b i S -

NN R\ e

T

Those who attended
Thursday’s trip were
treated to an extra-special
surprise. We were lucky
enough to witness the
final moments of a
remarkable swim all the
way from Wales, arriving
at the slipway just as we
were leaving. It was a very
exciting moment to see!
We all had a fantastic day,
and the children were
excellent ambassadors for
our school throughout the
visit. Their exemplary
behaviour, enthusiasm
and curiosity made us
incredibly proud.




WL Class News — KS1 School Trip Photos

WL Class News — All Classes

We all had a brilliant time welcoming CBeebies presenter and author Ben Cajee to West Leigh to share his new
book, The Panda-Badger!

The children listened beautifully to the story of Pablo, a unique little character navigating identity, diversity,
and finding his place in the world. The children did a fantastic job soaking up these important messages and
took part in a lively Q&A session at the end, asking some great questions.

A massive thank you to Ben for giving up his time to come in, and share his story with us—we all loved it!

Ben’s book is published by Penguin Books and is available to buy on their website:
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/448021/the-panda-badger-by-cajee-ben/9780241562604

B — - O

Mrs Thresher and Ms Cogan with Author and CBeebies presenter
Ben Cajee.

www.backwellfederation.co.uk W


https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/448021/the-panda-badger-by-cajee-ben/9780241562604

WL Class News — Badgers and Squirrels

On Tuesday morning, Reception children were
joined by Michael and Tom for a fantastic morning
of exciting workshops.

Michael captivated the children with his wonderful
storytelling, sharing the tale of the Bul-Bul bird.

During Tom's workshop, the children had the opportunity to explore a variety of fascinating animal
artefacts up close. They sorted the artefacts into animals that live in the UK and those that do not. The
children were very excited to examine skeletons, skulls, tails, spiders, and many other exciting objects.
It was a very fun, hands-on, memorable learning experience.

.y
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www.backwellfederation.co.uk







Farewell Year 2

As you close this special chapter and start
your next big adventure,
we just want you to know how
proud we are of you.

You have worked so hard, been so kind,

and made so many wonderful memories , .8

during your time with us. (2

Thank you for being amazing role models,
for your smiles, your kindness and
for always trying your best.

: Believe in yourself, aim high 2
and never stop dreaming! —

We can’t wait to see all the
X incredible things you will do.

. Go shine brightly!
: ... V S




WL PTA - News

THANK YOU!

A huge thank you to everyone who has supported the PTA this year. "

Thanks to your generosity, enthusiasm and hard work, we've raised an incredible: o

£10,419!

Whether you bought a cake or a disco ticket, joined the 100 Club, ordered a
Nativity video, volunteered at the Christmas or Summer Fair, or supported —

any of our other fundraising events, you've helped pay for resources and
activities that make a real difference to the children at West Leigh.

This year, along with donations to each class, your support has enabled the PTA
to fund outdoor learning sessions, farm trips, gym and dance workshops, the new
sheds and reading corner in the Reception playground, iPad chargers and much

more.

Every event you attend, every ticket you buy and every hour you volunteer helps enrich school life
for all our pupils. Thank you for helping make it all possible!
YOUR PTA NEEDS YOU!

As we look ahead to the new academic year, several of our committee members will be stepping
down as their children move on from West Leigh. We're therefore looking for some new faces to

join the PTA.

Volunteering is a fantastic way to meet other parents and make in invaluable contribution to school

life. If you'd like to find out more, we'd love to hear from you. Please speak to one of the current
committee members or drop us a line at westleighpta@gmail.com — we'd be happy to answer any

questions.

c

A\

LOVE PARTIES,
HATE WASTE?

HIRE OUR ECO-FRIENDLY

> PARTY KIT!
3 ) 9 o
All the Just
essentials
for up to hfizlto
30 children: Plus.a
Ft))lc:ﬁ:, refundable
Wi £20 deposit
cups, ]985 (when returned
and serving clean &

bowls COLLECTION & RETURN: undamaged)

BACKWELL

~  CONTACT: westleighpta@gmail.com ~
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Thank You WL PTA

Y
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West Leigh PT/-\

>2>- Y &&=
| To our wonderful West Leigh PTA, “:z’

We just wanted to say a huge THANK YOU for everything
you have done for our school this academic year. Qﬁ

Your time, energy, creativity and endless dedication have
(\\{ made such a difference to our children, our families and
Y our school community.

From events and fundraising to the little things that make Z?Z
such a big impact - you do it all with so much heart. ‘i{

{
b

j{ You are the reason so many special moments \>€
wr happen at West Leigh. Q.

| “» (\v

f i We are so grateful for you! oS

»

Because of you,
our school shines

a little bnghter' \ &

'y
. T

thh Leve and appreaatwn
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Bikeability Holiday Course

Due to an unexpected funding decision by Active travel England, we are unable to offer funded
Level 1 training for your Year 4s in term time this financial year. However, they have released
funding to allow us to offer funded training in the holidays.

We firmly believe in the importance of Level 1 as gateway training to give your pupils early cycle
control skills to help them move onto the on-road training in Years 5 & 6. Therefore, we have set
up FREE Level 1 holiday courses this August and Gordano School are kindly facilitating the
space.

Gordano School
August 2026
Bikeability
Level 1
Price: Free

Bikeability |
Holiday Courses

Unlock your child’s cycling potential!

Cycling confidence, road safety, and planning skills -
taught by Life Cycle's qualified, DBS-checked instructors.

> Book now! ol
Scan to
book t-a?’“ 3 https://bit.ly/4p5tMn2 i
=" Registerad Charity Number: 1077575 England

www.backwellfederation.co.uk




BJS PTA News

Summer Fair - A Huge Thank You

We would like to begin by saying a huge thank you
to everyone who volunteered, donated, and joined
us at the joint BJS and Waest Leigh Infants Summer
Fair on 13th June

It was a fantastic afternoon filled with fun, laughter,
and community spirit, and we are delighted to share

that together we raised an incredible £4 490,

The funds raised will be split equaily between both
schools, with our share going directly towards the
library renovation fund.

This wonderful achievement would not have been possible without your time, effort, and generosity.
Thank you for helping to make the event such a success.

Upcoming Event ~ End-of-Year Disco
As we look ahead to the end of term, we are excited to announce our

End-of -Year Disco, which will take place on Wednesday 22nd July
at Backwell Parish Hall. D

ﬁ Years 3 & 4: 4:30pm - 6:00pm
“ Years 5 & 6: 6:30pm - 8:00pm

Ticket links and further dotaids will be shared next weelk,
50 please keep an eye out for more information

PTA Recruitment - We Need You O

As the school year draws to a close, we are beginning %o look ahead
to next your and are actively secking new PTA members 1o join owr team,

Our csrent committee consists of just three members, and with one member
definitely stepping down at the end of this year, we have reached a crucial
point in the PTA's ture, Ouwr Chalr, Maylay Collis, will slso be entering her
final yaar In the role, and ideally this year would be spent supporting and
mentoring 8 new commities as they settle into their positions.

Without additional voluntesss coming forward, thaere |5 & real possibiity thst
the PTA may not be able to continue from September. Unfortunately, this
would maan the children missing out on many of the events they enoy most,
including summer and Christmas fars, Break the Rules Days, cake sales,
discos, snd much more

If you can spare & few hours each month 1o halp organse events, support
communications, assist with finances, or simply lend a hand where needed,
we would love 10 hear from you, NO previous experience s necessary—|ust
enthusiasm and & willingness to get nvolved

Please contact us at bjspta@backwellfederation.co.uk to find out more

Thank you once agan for your continued

~ support
M You \ f) &t makes a real difference to owr school community, m PTA Team ':Y:l

and we are ncredbly grateful for everything you do -

W www.backwellfederation.co.uk



Medal Winners - Gym Competition 3rd July 2026

Year 6 — End of SATs
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Year 6 — End of SATs continued...

Wellbeing Support - New SilverCloud CBT Service for Children and Young People

NHS Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire have launched a new online CBT service
for local children and young people.

SilverCloud, offers supports for children and young people experiencing low mood and anxiety.
Children aged 12-plus can self-refer to the service at feelingmixedup.uk
Support is also available for parents of children aged five-plus.

The service is part of a range of a range of wellbeing support for children
and young people that also includes Kooth and Off The Record.

You can find out more about these services in the directory of Mental
Health and Wellbeing Services for Children and Young People for your
Area, available on the local NHS website at:
https://bnssghealthiertogether.org.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-peoples-emotional-
health-and-wellbeing/

www.backwellfederation.co.uk ‘@



https://bnssghealthiertogether.org.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-peoples-emotional-health-and-wellbeing/
https://bnssghealthiertogether.org.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-peoples-emotional-health-and-wellbeing/

Farewell Year 6

Learning

together'

"YEAR 6 LEAVER

-

As you close the door on your primary school adventure,
we just want you to know how incredibly

WMMM&#MWWym&fW.
You have grown in so many ways, faced challenges
with courage, and made memories that will last a lifetime.
Thank you for being brilliant role models,

for your kindness, your hard work and for
the positive impact you have made on our school.

BELIEVE IN YOURSELF.
AIM HIGH. BE KIND.

The future is

We can’t wait to see all the
amazing things you will achieve.

www.backwellfederation.co.uk
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25 DAYS OF FOOTBALL DURING THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS

Nailsea School |Reception-Year 8 | 9AM -3:30PM |£25 Per Day

monpRy

Day1

Mon 27 July

TUESDRY

Tues 28" July

WEDNESDRY

Wed 29" July

THURSDRY

Day 4
Thurs 30" July

FRIDAY

Fri 31" July

Day 6

Mon 3" August

Day 7
Tues 4™ August

Day 8
Wed 5" August

Day9
Thurs 6" August

Striker Day

Day 11

Mon 10" August

Day 12

Tues 11°" August

Day 13

Wed 127 August

Day 14

Thurs 13" August

Day 16
Mon 17" August

Day 17
Tues 18" August

Day 18

Wed 19" August

Day 19

Thurs 20" August

Day 21

Mon 24" August

Day 23

Wed 26™ August

Day 24

Thurs 27" August

MULTI-DAY DISCOUNTS FROM £15.60 PER DAY

10 PUMA CAMPS THIS SUMMER! (GIALS YEAR 3 - YEAR 8)

Book & Pay Online: www.priorityfootball.co.uk/holidaycamps

pete@pri

Volunteer
in the
Scouting
County of
Avon

volunteer@avonscouts.org.uk
www.avonscouts.org.uk/join

#SkillsForLife

ratt J01H Th

tyfootball.co.uk | 01275

Volunteer, your way evenings,
weekends, or behind the scenes. Pick a
role that fits your life

We're looking for

mlLead Volunteers
n Volunteers
urers

v

No experience needed. Training
provided for every role

Sound good? Scan the QR code or
follow the link below

~, Codingbug

INSPIRING THE NEXT GENERATION OF CODERS & MAKERS

Train the micro:bit to play!

Explore machine learning at the Al Lab for children.

In this hands-on workshop, children will take their first gentle steps
into the world of Artificial Intelligence (Al) and explore how machines
learn using the micro:bit.

What they’ll learn

& What is machine leaming

© What an Al model is

& How to train 8 mode! with data
© How to train the micro:bit

& Problem solving and teamwork

O WHERE

Yatton library
48 High St, Yatton,
BS49 4HJ

" WHEN
Tuesday 14" April
10:00 - 12:00

HOW TO JOIN

Scan the QR code to join
and book a spot.
Limited spaces avalablel

4 FOR AGES

Children aged 8-12 years
For curious beginners and
those up for a fun challenge

g

i info@codingbug.co.uk

@ codingbug.co.uk

Trigger’s
HOLIDAY
CLUB
2026

Holiday Club is back 17 - 21 &
this summer from: 24 - 28 Aug

Trigger's Holiday Club is a two week programme of
activities for children aged 5-11, designec to foster
creative expression and ignite curiosity and
connection with our local Mendip Hills.

Skylark, Blagdon Baptist Chapel,
BS40 7RL

Scan the QR code to
book your space

triggerstuff.co.uk
@triggerstuff




Community Notices

PROCOACHING
SUMMER HOLIDAY 2026 CAMPS
THE DOWNS PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Enjoy a summer of sport with expert-led coaching across a variety
of sport specific weeks, stay active, and have fun in a supportive
environment. Includes a lunch time swim Mondays, Wednesdays &

Fridays! = e s WP

-~
Times: 10.00am - 4.00pm EE 2,
Additional hours available :8:30am - 5:30pm | !

Ages: 5-14 years

Dates:

20 - 24 July: Cricket

27 - 31 July: Multi-Sports

3 -7 August: Tennis

10 - 14 August: Athletics

17 - 21 August: Football

24 - 28 August: Multi-Sports

BOOK ONLINE @ WWW.PRO-COACHING.CO.UK
: A

)

Lego
' Club

Free drop in Lego club at
Nailsea Library

Every Tuesday at 3.45pm - 4.45pm
(term time only)

Please note: parents/carers must
stay for the whole session

y -
Shine

HOLIDAY CLUBS

With Shine Holiday Clubs

Book Now

20% OFF
MyShine.co.u

Offer ends 19/07/2026 *Conditions apply

www.backwellfederation.co.uk

FIND US ONLINE!

e f(

THE ROCK PROJECT
BRISTOL & NORTH

GIRLS AGED 7-11 REQUIRED TO *ﬂl?&

%, THEROEK PROJECT NAILSEA CURRENTLY HAS AN UNUSUAL
IMBALANCE OF BOYS/GIRLS IN OUR GROUP, SO WE'D LIKE TO
INVITE GIRLS TO JOIN THE FOUR GIRLS CURRENTLY ATTENDING!

Y

BASS, GUITAR, DRUMS & VOCALS (cne vocalspace 1ot “
Two-hour weekly sessions (term time) -
Learn songs in your lesson and perform them as a band! P

All abilities accepted and instruments
can be provided free of charge

0 Whiteoak Academies, Nailsea

O Mondays 4:15pm - 6:15pm (ages 7-11)

LEARN|PLAY |GIG




H A Holiday

Activities
& Food
Bookings are now LIVE!

Children and young people who receive benefits related free school
meals are invited to book onto our free HAF Summer Activities.

Funded by
u?c'ﬁ?g ﬁ UK Government

MATCHPOINT®

[Grab your reader’s attention with a
great quote from the document or use
this space to emphasize a key point. To
place this text box anywhere on the
page, just drag it.]

NAILSEA BACKWELL
TENNIS CLUB , TENNIS CLUB

24th, 27th, 29th & 31st July P 23rd & 24th July
24th & 26th August ¢ 27th - 31st July
b 3rd - 7th August

-1
SAnE S 9am - 11am

COMPETITIONS MAKE NEW
& PRIZES FRIENDS CMFIDENCE

‘! @ | ©







Polite Notices

LUNCH Aspens Select
#l? Please remember to book your lunches for the rest of the term so that
the kitchen can plan ahead. Many thanks.

BREAK

If your child is unwell and cannot attend school, please can you
ensure that you leave a message or email the office to let us

know by 9.30am on the day of absence and each day thereafter. et N
In your message please could you give a brief overview of the . .
symptoms rather than just saying “unwell”. The reason for this is »
so that we can identify if there is a certain illness that is

circulating and take any steps possible to minimise the spread.

Wrap Around Care — Important Information

Please ensure that Premier Education are contacted directly for any amendments to
bookings or collection arrangements, all contact details are detailed here:

Backwell Junior School:

Site Phone: 07707878394 - Active between 7:15 & 8:30am for BSC / Active between
2:30pm & 6pm for ASC. Any queries for day-to-day club changes with collection, or
information that may be relevant with regards to children attending or not attending.

Email - c.clarke@premier-education.com for information regarding updates for the
day, or collection passwords if somebody different is collecting.

Email - info@premier-education.com for any queries around bookings, cancellations,
changes to bookings.

West Leigh Infant School:
Site Phone: 07707800019 - Active between 2:30pm & épm for ASC. Any queries for

day-to-day club changes with collection, or information that may be relevant with
regards to children attending or not attending.

Email - info@premier-education.com for any queries around bookings, cancellations,
changes to bookings.

www.backwellfederation.co.uk
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