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Federation of West Leigh Infant &  
Backwell C of E Junior School 

Newsletter 1- Term 1 & 2 
Friday 24th September 2026 

Backwell Federation Newsletter  
Term 1  

2026-2027 Academic Year 

Terms 1 and 2 

• Monday 5th October – BJS Year 6 Bikeability All Day 

• Tuesday 6th October – BJS Year 6 Bikeability All Day 

• Monday 12th October – BJS Year 6 Bikeability All Day  

• Tuesday 13th October – West Leigh Harvest service 

• Tuesday 13th October – BJS Year 6 Bikeability All Day  

• Wednesday 14th October - BJS Harvest service in church 2:15 

• Monday 19th October – BJS Year 6 Bikeability All Day 

• Tuesday 20th October – BJS Tulip Photography Individual Photo Sessions 

• Wednesday 21st October – BJS Year 6 Bikeability All Day 

• Thursday 22nd October – West Leigh Halloween Disco 

• Friday 23rd October – End of Term 1 

• Monday 2nd November – Start of Term 2 

• Tuesday 3rd November - Y6 Camp and SATs information evening 6pm 

• Friday 6th November – West Leigh Nasal Flu Vaccinations (All Years)  

• Tuesday 10th November – West Leigh Parents eve 3:30-6:30 

• Wednesday 11th November - BJS Parents eve 4-7 

• Thursday 12th November - WL and BJS Parents eve 

• Friday 20th November - INSET Day 

• Saturday 28th November – West Leigh Christmas Fair (TBC) 

• Mon 30th November – Year 4 Church Day 

• Friday 4th December - BJS Christmas Fair after school (TBC) 

• Wednesday 9th December - EYFS Nativity 9:30 

• Thursday 10th December - KS1 Nativity to Y2 Parents - 9:30 

• Friday 11th December KS1 Nativity to Y1 Parents - 9:30 

• Wednesday 16th December - BJS Carol Service in church 2:15 

Cake Sales at BJS 

• Johnson - Friday 16th October 

• Cleopatra - Friday 13th November 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On our website - Links 

WL - Letters to Parents 

BJS - Letters to Parents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next INSET 

days will be on: 

Friday 20th 

November 

2026 

https://www.backwellfederation.co.uk/page/?title=Letters+to+Parents+%2D+West+Leigh&pid=441
https://www.backwellfederation.co.uk/page/?title=BJS+Letters+to+parents&pid=440
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Dear Parent/Carer 
  
As you may be aware there are a number of changes to Free School Meals eligibility 
from the start of next academic year: 

• Eligibility is being expanded for all children and young people who are in 
households in receipt of Universal Credit. 

• Transitional protection is ending at the end of July 2026 (Transactional 
protection has been in place since April 2018 and meant that pupils becoming 
eligible for free meals under the benefits-based criteria have retained their 
entitlement for 6 years, even if their household circumstances have changed). 

  
If your child(ren) already receive(s) free school meals: 
  
As a result of these changes all pupils currently in receipt of free school meals will 
need to re-check their eligibility over the summer break.  Please use this link Free 
School Meals Checker - Check Eligibility Online | LGfL FSM to have your child(rens) 
status for free school meals re-checked (view previous check). 
  
If you have recently applied to North Somerset Council for free school meals from 
September 2026, then you will now need to reapply (check eligibility) using the link 
above. 
  
If you want to check if your child may be eligible for free school meals: 
  
Please use this link Free School Meals Checker - Check Eligibility Online | LGfL FSM to 
see if you would be eligible for free school meals from September 2026. 
  
Free School Meals provide eligible pupils with a free school lunch during the school 
day. 
Registering for Free School Meals may also bring additional funding into school 
through pupil premium. 
  
For more information about the changes to free school meals please visit this 
webpage on the Lighthouse Schools Partnership website.  
  
Kind regards 
  
Nick Webster 
Executive Headteacher 
The Federation of West Leigh Infants and Backwell Juniors 
01275 463 274   01275 462 632 
 

URGENT MESSAGE REGARDING FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

Message from Mr Webster 

https://fsm.lgfl.net/
https://fsm.lgfl.net/
https://fsm.lgfl.net/
https://www.lsp.org.uk/fsm-changes
https://www.lsp.org.uk/fsm-changes
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Celebrating Excellent Outcomes 
 

We are delighted to share our 2025-26 statutory assessment results, which reflect the 

hard work of our pupils, the dedication of our staff and the fantastic support of our 

families. Backwell Church of England Junior School achieved outstanding outcomes, 

with 78% of pupils reaching the expected standard in Reading, Writing and Maths 

combined, compared with 63% nationally, placing the school in the top 15% of 

schools nationally.  
 

Particularly impressive were results in Reading and Mathematics, where 90% of pupils 

achieved the expected standard, and in Science, where 92% met the expected 

standard. A high proportion of pupils also attained the higher standard across 

subjects, significantly above national averages. 
 

These results are a testament to the commitment, perseverance and ambition of our 

children. We are incredibly proud of their achievements and thank our whole school 

community for helping make this success possible.  
 

Mr Nick Webster 

Headteacher 
 

 

 

Dark Lane will close to through traffic for approximately seven weeks starting 12th October.  

Please allow extra time for your journeys and take extra care—especially on the school run. 

Pedestrian access through Dark Lane will remain fully open as usual, as will Church Lane, so we 

strongly encourage walking where possible. For vehicles, access connecting the southern part of the 

village to the A370 will be via Church Lane only, which we know will bring its own challenges. These 

essential mitigation works—including two new pedestrian tables and traffic calming for the 99-home 

Charles Church development at Farleigh Fields West—will require temporary parking restrictions on 

both roads to keep traffic flowing safely. We appreciate this will be a challenging period for 

everyone, and extra care will still be needed during the two-year build-out of the new site, even 

after Dark Lane reopens. Thank you in advance for your patience and consideration while these 

works take place.   
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We are incredibly proud of the fantastic start our 

new Reception children in Badger and Squirrel 

classes have made. They have settled into school life 

beautifully, bringing lots energy and enthusiasm to 

their classrooms. It has been a pleasure to welcome 

them into the school community, and we are so 

impressed by how quickly they are adapting to their 

new environment. 

 

Over our first week, we focused on the theme of 

friendship, sharing stories about kindness and what 

it means to be a kind friend. It has been great to see 

the children putting these ideas into practice, 

showing lots of lovely ways to care for one another 

and make new friends. We have also begun 

establishing our daily routines, including phonics and 

group learning sessions. The children have shown 

wonderful focus during these activities, and we are 

absolutely delighted with their progress so far. 

 

Squirrels & Badgers 
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Shine October Half Term Holiday Clubs in Backwell 
Join the Holiday Fun in Backwell this Half Term!  Book by Sunday 

11th October to receive 15% off using the code: Early Booker. 

We have loved seeing so many children come along to Shine Holiday 

Clubs over the summer and look forward to welcoming more of you. 

For children at any school from Reception – Year 6, days run from 

09:00-15:30 with (early and late hours) available if you need them. 

There are different activities such as Creepy Creative, Cursed 

Cookery, Descendants Dance, Football Fun Days and Mini & Mega 

Monster Mash - there really is a day your child will love. 

Shine are Ofsted Registered so you can pay via Childcare Vouchers 

and the Tax-Free Childcare Scheme.  

Click here Shine Holiday Clubs | Sports and creative activities to see 

what’s on and use the code Early Booker to get 15% off. 

See you at Shine! 

                       

 


