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Tricky words – words which cannot be sounded out, e.g. the, to, she. 





We will teach one tricky word per week in class and will notify you of the word in your child’s reading record. 


Make word cards. Spread out the words, read each one in turn and then ask your child to select a given word. 


Play games / make silly sentences / spot tricky words in reading books. 


Make individual words using magnetic letters / letters in the bath.


Some children find it helpful to write words down.








Remember… all children are individual and develop at their own rate. Make reading an enjoyable experience, one that is not rushed. Try to build reading into your daily routine at a time that best suits you.








If you require further information or advice please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher.
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I Spy


Find real objects around your home and practise ‘sound talking’ the words. First, just let them listen, then see if they will join in, for example, saying: 


“I spy a p-e-g – peg.” 


“I spy a c-u-p – cup.” 


“I spy a d-u-ck – duck.” 











Reading at home





• Keep a variety of reading materials available (picture books, fiction, non-fiction, chapter books, atlases, dictionaries, magazines, newspapers, join the library and visit regularly). • Make sure there is plenty of paper and writing tools in places that children can reach. • Role models – share your own experiences of books (eg. talking about favourite book) and read yourself – children will want to follow your example. 


• Lots of talk! Ask questions encouraging children to think and make predictions about what they are reading. 


• Play word games/ board games. 


• Involve children in reading/ writing for specific uses as well as pleasure (eg. shopping list). 


• Respond positively to children’s reading and writing.














          








Sound Games to Play at Home





Common Objects


Collect several objects that begin with the same sound and make a card with this letter sound on it. Make a second group of objects beginning with a different sound and a card to go with those. 





Discuss the sounds of the letters on the two cards with your child and shuffle the objects. Separate the cards on the floor and ask your child to put each object near the sound that it starts with. This activity can help your child to "hear" the first sound of a word. 





Odd-one Out


Say a number of words, all but one of which begin with the same sound. See if your child can pick out the odd one. It can be helpful to have the corresponding objects there for the child to look at. 





'What does it start with?' Box


You will need: 


A box 


Several items each beginning with a different sound 


Corresponding letter cards 





Ask your child to choose an object from the box, to think what its first sound is (remember it is the sound you are looking for rather than the alphabet name) and then to match the object with the relevant card.























Sounds Scrapbook


Write a letter at the top of each page of a scrapbook. Concentrating on a few letters at a time, collect pictures of objects that begin with those letters. Do not use as examples words where the first sound does not make its normal sound such as in giraffe, ship, cheese, thumb. Stick the pictures on the appropriate pages. 








Sand Tray or Finger Paints


Children enjoy writing letters with their fingers in a tray of sand or with finger paints. These ways provide good opportunities to teach correct letter formation. 
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Blending Games





Giving Instructions


Try breaking down simple words when you are giving instructions or asking questions, such as: “Can you find your h-a-t (hat)?” 


“Where is the c-a-t (cat)?” 


“Sit on the s-ea-t (seat).” 


“Eat your f-oo-d (food).”


“Can you put on your c-oa-t (coat)?”


The Sounds of Letters


Continue to practise the sounds of the alphabet. We teach the children the pure sound, discouraging them from saying “uh” on the end.











Which starts with a different �sound to the others?








It is vital that early reading experiences are happy and positive. The aim should be not just for children to learn to read, but to enjoy reading. This leaflet aims to give you simple ideas to try. 





Decodable books: One book per week which your child will read to you.





Start at front cover and use the terms: title, author, illustrator.


Talk about the picture on front cover - it gives us a clue as to what the book will be about. 


Discuss what type of book it is (story, nursery rhyme, poem, non-fiction/ information).


Read the blurb on the back cover.


Read your book three times: 


Decoding – sounding out words using the sounds already taught in class. 


Comprehension – understanding what they have read. Discuss the characters, setting, etc. For example, how do they feel, what kind of person are they?


Prosody - reading with expression, tone of voice, intonation, pitch, and pace. Bring the book to life!








Library books: One book a week which is chosen by your child in school. This will be a book to share together. Your child is not expected to read it to you.


Discuss new vocabulary.


Discuss what type of book it is (story, nursery rhyme, poem, non-fiction/ information).


Model good reading skills – pitch, pace, tone of voice.


Talk about the story together.














