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Home Learning Policy Statement

Rationale:  

Our Federation values parents/carers as co-educators and home learning has a valuable role to play in the academic development of pupils. West Leigh and Backwell Juniors recognise that parent/carer involvement and homework will vary depending upon the domestic arrangements of the family.  

The aims of home learning across the Federation are as follows:

1
To develop children's learning and opportunities for investigation and creativity.

2
To increase children's independence within the learning process.

3
To increase parent/carer involvement in their children's learning.

4
To prepare children for the volume of independent study at home in their future education at secondary school and beyond. 
Home Learning Tasks:
Reading: All children within our federation are expected to regularly read or share books at home with an adult.  In the early years this allows for the practising initial decoding and enjoyment of books right up to Upper Key stage 2 where children may be reading independently and discussing what they have read with an adult. Expectations for each year group and individuals within that year group are set by the class teacher.
West Leigh Infants (Home Links)

Each year group will focus on the following key areas through home links activities:

Reception: 
Practical activities based on: Phonics games, Motor skills/letter development/handwriting, maths skills and topic related activities.

Year 1: 
Phonics-based activities moving into word investigations and sentence building, maths skills and topic related activities.

Year 2:
Spelling patterns and investigations moving into further sentence development, maths skills and topic related activities.

Backwell Juniors (Learning Logs)
Learning Logs will be used to facilitate investigative or creative learning at home. These will be used to enhance and further develop learning at school by asking pupils to complete an open-ended task that either celebrates existing learning or asks a question for the pupils to answer in an open-ended way. These are intended to be a collaborative activity so parents/carers can share in the learning alongside their child.
Years 3,4,5 &6: Times tables practise to support the rapid recall of these facts within maths lessons and weekly testing in school.  Additional Times Tables practice takes place in year 4 in preparation for the Multiplication Check at the end of the year.  All children have access to a Times tables Rock Star account to facilitate this learning at home.

Year 6 ONLY: Each week children are set a short maths and English task.  This helps children to consolidate learning from class and also provides the structure of regular homework to help prepare children for their secondary school experience.
Homework expectations:
· Reading alone and sharing a book with an adult for a short amount of time at least three times per week are crucial elements of homework.  They provide children with the time to practise reading skills and develop good habits which cannot be covered within the limits of the school day. A reading record book will be provided for parents/carers to complete after hearing their child read. 
· Specific learning of mathematical facts assist other work done in school. Investigative homework and research-based learning in school will develop pupils’ understanding.

· Children will sometimes be asked to collect objects or information from home which will support the learning in the classroom.

· Children may be asked to research an aspect of topic work using the local library, books at home, ICT resources or by talking to adults in the home environment.

· Teachers will set specific tasks to be completed at home. In general, children should be able to complete these without adult input.  However monitoring and some assistance by parents/carers will help children to value the work they are undertaking.  

· In the autumn term teachers will issue parents/carers with general guidance for the completion of these tasks. Each year group will have its own system for ensuring parents/carers know what homework has been set. 
· Children with special educational needs may have an element of individual homework within their provision map.

	Key Stage
	Expectation

	EYFS
	Weekly phonics: word tins, reading books x 3

Practical activities as appropriate

	KS1
	Year 1: Change books each week, weekly spellings, and weekly home links

Year 2: Weekly spellings, reading, Weekly English, Topic or Maths activity

	KS2
	Reading: At least 5x per week

                 Yr 3-4 read with adult

                 Yr 5-6 discuss with adult

                 Reading response task

Y6 – Maths and English weekly

Times tables: Weekly to learn and practice

Learning Logs: 

 1 substantial per term.

Suggested time: Y3-4 90 mins, Y5-6 2 hrs




Holiday Home Learning

If a year group or class teacher feels that small amounts of revision or fact-finding would benefit the pupils during a holiday period, they may set a home learning task during these periods. This will be at the discretion of class teachers.

Conclusion:  Most children work very hard during the school day.  They need to have leisure time when they can follow activities for personal enjoyment and have time to relax.  However, children also need to appreciate the value of doing some academic work at home in order to support the work done in school.
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