
Backwell Federation Newsletter  

Term 3 Federation Value - Respect 

Federation of West Leigh Infant &  
Backwell C of E Junior School 

Important Dates - Term 3 / 4 

 Tuesday 24 January - WL Enrichment Morning 

 Monday 30 January - WL Book Fair week 

 Tuesday 31 January - WL Reception height and weight check 

 Thursday 09 February - 4JC Class Assembly @ 10.15am (BJS)  

 Friday 10 February - End of term for both schools 

 Monday 20 February - Start of Term 4 for both schools 

(Federation Value for Term 4 is Responsibility) 

 

Inset days for  Next Year - 2023/2024 

 Monday 04 September 2023 

 Tuesday 05 September 2023 

 Friday 20 October 2023 

 Friday 17 November 2023 

 Monday 19 February 2024 

 Monday 03 June 2024 

 

2023 - 2024 Term Dates 

 Term 1 - Monday 04 September to Fri 20 October 

 Term 2 - Monday 30 October to  Wednesday 20 December 

 Term 3 - Thursday 04 January 2024 to Friday 09 February 

 Term 4 - Monday 19 February to Thursday 28 March 

 Term 5 - Monday 15 April to Friday 24 May  

 Term 6 - Monday 03 June to Tuesday 23 July  

 

All these dates can be found on the Federation website 

Newsletter 24- Term 3 
January 20 2023 

On our website - Links 

 

West Leigh - Letters to Parents 

  

BJS - Letters to Parents 

https://www.backwellfederation.co.uk/page/?title=Letters+to+Parents+%2D+West+Leigh&pid=441
https://www.backwellfederation.co.uk/page/?title=BJS+Letters+to+parents&pid=440


 



 

For full information, please click on the link below and visit our website:  

www.backwellfederation.co.uk 

 https://www.backwellfederation.co.uk/page/?title=Local+Governing+Board%

3A++Opportunities+to+become+a+governor+%2D+January+2023&pid=410 



Year 2 Wow Day 



Congratulations to our West Leigh Superstars: 
 

Thursday 12th January 
Reception – Frankie, Theo 
Year 1 – Matthew, Jack 
Year 2 – Bella, Loveday 

 

Thursday 19th January 

Reception -  Billy, Adam 

Year 1 - Thomas, Gracie-mae 

Year 2 - Asa, Ezra 

Book Fair at West Leigh 



West Leigh Arts Week 

Gentle reminders—please note the classroom doors 

open at 8.50am and school starts promptly at 9am.  

Any children arriving after 9am will be marked as late 

in the register.   

Gentle reminders—

please note that dogs 

are not allowed on the 

school site.  

Gentle reminders—If your child is unwell 

and cannot attend school please can you 

ensure that you leave a message or email 

the office to let us know by 9.30am on the 

day of absence. 

Gentle reminders—for safety/safeguarding reasons—when 

waiting in reception near the office, only school staff are allowed 

to open the door to other visitors.  This is to keep everyone safe.  



Year 1 Trip to St Andrew’s Church 



A few polite reminders 

What a lovely start to a Wednesday morning!  Our termly service at St Andrew’s Church was a Pet service.  Children 
brought along their much loved pets, or a photo of their pets (due to practical reasons). We enjoyed meeting lots of 
dogs, cats, guinea pigs, Stick insects and even a goat ! 

Rev Katy and Timi led a fun, inspiring service with a visit from a local retired vet , Mr Ian Wells who spoke to us all 
about caring for and protecting animals of the world, whether they might be the smallest insects, to our pets, farm 
animals and wild animals alike.  

We all got to meet  a new member of the St Andrew’s team, Mr Nick Miller, who played the piano and the organ  and 
also taught us a song about God’s creatures.  We all found this fun and amusing, as we had to make lots of   animal 
noises. 

Many thanks to the St Andrew’s team, to all the parents and carers who were able to attend and to everyone who 
brought in pictures of animals, big and small.  Thank you for your understanding, that it is not practically  possible to 

allow every pet to attend. 

We hope you enjoy some of our photographs. 

 

 
 Please be reminded that school starts at 0900.  The school gates are open for children to arrive 

from 0830.  The  front school gate will close at 0900.  Arrivals after this time will be mark as late 
(this is registered as an unauthorised session).   

 
 Please remember that all children require a warm, waterproof coat to be brought to school every 

day.  With this ever changing winter weather, we need to prepare for every eventuality. 
 
 School dinners from Aspens must be ordered by 0900 every morning.  The school office will not 

cancel any dinners for absent children, so if your child is not attending school, please remember to 
cancel their school dinner before 0900 hrs, or this will end up being charged for. 

 
 We are still having some parents parking on the yellow zigzags in front of school at drop off and 

pick up time.  Please remember this is a no parking zone and should not be used under any  
      Circumstances.  The local police representative has been outside school monitoring this and will 
      be returning on random dates.  Safety of pupils and pedestrians is of paramount importance to us.   
 
Many thanks for your ongoing support. 

Pet Service at St Andrew’s Church - 18 January 2023 



Friday 13 January 2023 
 

Year 3 -  Lily & Sonny 
Year 4 -  Nairn & Biance 
Year 5 -  Milly & Rose 
Year 6 -  Ted & Louie 

 
Friday 20 January 
 
Year 3 - Ayla, Beau & Mimi 
Year 4 - Bibi  & Tommy G-S 
Year 5 - Mikey  
Year 6 - Hannah & Fred 

 
CONGRATULATIONS! 

Our ‘Backwell B’ awards include:   

Be your Best, Be Kind and Be Responsible 

BJS—Celebration Award Winners 

 

 

 

 

 

Pet Service Photo Gallery 

 



LKS2 - Gymnastics event at Gemini Gym, Nailsea 

 

A Victorian Christmas at Tyntesfield 
 

Shortly before the end of Term 2, Year 6 visited National Trust 
Tyntesfield to experience life as a Victorian Servant in a big  
stately home.  We all dressed up as maids and boot boys and 
had to act in character We were allowed to arrange and clean 
some  Victorian crockery.  We had to learn to walk very quietly 
like a servant would.  We had to turn and face the wall if anyone 
of importance came passed and stay facing the wall until they had 
left! 

We were very lucky to be able to have a guided tour of the    
beautiful house and learned all about the Victorian family that 
lived in the manor house.  We were even allowed access to some 
areas that the public don’t get to see.  

The learning team at Tyntesfield helped us to make Christmas     
decorations for the trees in the house. We used natural materials, 
such as wood, acorns, sticks, leaves and some paint and glue. This 
was so much fun.  Our decorations were based on insects:  Spiders, 
Ants, Dragonflies and Butterflies. 

By Francesca & Amelie 6M 

On Wednesday, 18 January, some very lucky year оΩs and пΩs paid a visit to Gemini Gymnastics in Nailsea. 
They grew in confidence and tried lots of movements and disciplines that they had never tried before! 
Many of the children were inspired to go again and take up gymnastics as a sport. Perhaps Backwell will 
have famous Olympic gold medalists to celebrate in the near future? All the children did our school proud 
by being brave, trying new things and showing the other schools and staff 
present their good manners. Well done! - Thank you to Mr Williams and 
the staff at Gemini Gym in Nailsea. 

Year 6 Christmas trip to Tyntesfield 



Book Corner - January 2023 

 
 

 

 



  





Backwell School Sixth Form  

Production of 'The Addams 

Family' 

 
THE ADDAMS FAMILY, a comical feast 
that embraces the wackiness in every family,   
features an original story and it’s every father’s 
nightmare: Wednesday Addams, the ultimate 
princess of darkness, has grown up and fallen in 
love with a sweet, smart young man from a       
respectable family– a man her parents have   
never met. And if that wasn’t upsetting enough, 
Wednesday confides in her father and begs him 
not to tell her mother. Now, Gomez Addams must 
do something he’s never done before– keep a  
secret from his beloved wife, Morticia. Everything 
will change for the whole family on the fateful 
night they host a dinner for Wednesday’s “normal” 
boyfriend and his parents.  

With acknowledgements to Theatrical Rights 
Worldwide for providing us with this show.  

Book: Marshall Brickman and Rick Elice  

Music and Lyrics: Andrew Lippa 

 

Tickets available via: 

https://yourboxoffice.co.uk/events?
search=backwell+school  

 

 

https://yourboxoffice.co.uk/events?search=backwell+school
https://yourboxoffice.co.uk/events?search=backwell+school





