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Federation of West Leigh Infant &  
Backwell C of E Junior School 

Important Dates - Term 4  

· Monday 20 March: BJS Parents Evening (3AJ ONLY) 

· Tuesday 21 March: WL Parents Evening 3.30 - 6.30pm 

· Wednesday 22 March: BJS Parents Evening 4.00 - 7.00pm 

· Thursday 23 March: WL Parents Evening 3.30 - 6.30pm  

· Thursday 23 March: BJS Parents Evening 4.00 - 7.00pm 

· Thursday 23 March: West Leigh PTA Easter Disco 

· W/C Monday 20 March: Last session of aŌer school sports clubs 
before the end of term (no sports clubs w/c 27 March *there may 
be an excepƟon*) 

· Thursday 23 March: BJS Annual Swimming Gala 

· Tuesday 28 March: BJS Easter Service at St Andrew’s Church - 
2.00pm 

· Thursday 30 March: WL Spring Sing - more info to follow 

· Friday 31 March: BJS Easter FesƟval (morning only) 

· Friday 31 March: End of Term 4  

· Monday 17 April: Start of Term 5 for all pupils 
 

Roadworks along StaƟon Road, Backwell 3rd - 24th April 
 
Further to recent works to improve pedestrian safety, planned  
roadworks will commence along the length of StaƟon Road, Backwell.  The main 
part of the work is the installaƟon of a new zebra crossing at the locaƟon of an   
exisƟng crossing point near No.61 (the road hump near Waverley Road). This work 
will be carried out at night (20:00pm to 06:00am) from Tuesday 11th to Friday 
14th April.  
The closure will be the extent between Moor Lane and Amberlands, and a diversion 
route will be signposted.  
Other parts are mostly dropped crossing installaƟons and/or tacƟle paving, and a 
new path from the bus stop near the garage – all of which will be done under tem-
porary traffic lights in the day Ɵme. To facilitate the same on Wesƞield Road, a   
prohibiƟon of turning will be implemented from Monday 17th – Tuesday 18th April 
between 09:30am and 15:30pm.  
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West Leigh - LeƩers to Parents 

BJS - LeƩers to Parents 

Friday 17 March is Comic Relief day -  we 
have decided not to do anything specific 
this year, however, if you would like to, 
please donate via this link: 
hƩps://donaƟon.comicrelief.com/
cart/1YsYOwm2pHZgBUhWr8ZL13  

S nowy Day 
 

 www.backwellfederaƟon.co.uk 



WL World Book Day 

On Wednesday 1st March we celebrated World Book Day 
and all children looked  fantastic in their costumes! We 
spent the day with Michael Loader, a local storyteller, who 
delivered engaging and exciting workshops to all classes 
(thank you to the PTA for paying for Michael's visit). We  
also held a competition for children to decorate a potato 
as a book character, and we were amazed with the quantity 
and quality of the entries. Well done to all children who 
took part!  
 



Congratulations to our West Leigh Superstars: 
 
Thursday 2nd March 
Reception – Seb P 
Year 1 – Freya  
Year 2 – Mani, Imogen 
 
Thursday 9th March 
Reception – Matilde, Teddy 
Year 1 – Rosie, Harriet 
Year 2 – Charlie M, Grace W 
 
Thursday 16th March 
Reception – India 
Year 1 – Claudia 
Year 2 – Theo, Ru  

· Thursday 23rd March: Easter Disco for kids (after school) 
· Thursday 30th March: Cake & Uniform Sale (by Squirrel 

Class)  

PTA - Save the Dates: 



WL Enrichment Morning 2 

On Tuesday 14th March, we had our second Enrichment Morning of the year at West Leigh 
Infants. We continued with our theme of STEM but this time, each house had the opportunity 
to experience a different STEM challenge. In our second Enrichment Morning, Oak House was 
given the challenge to build a bridge made from newspaper and program a Bee-Bot to      
follow a set of instructions; Beech House was given the challenge to build a tall tower using       
spaghetti and marshmallows; Sycamore House was given the challenge to design and make 
an egg holder to protect an egg when dropped at height: and Willow House was given the 
challenge to use Lego WeDo and complete other engineering problems. Again, the children 
worked incredibly well together with lots of  fantastic collaboration. Miss Hiscocks asked a 
few children for their thoughts on this Enrichment Morning:  
 
Louie – My favourite bit about today was getting to work with my brother.   
Pia – I loved ALL OF IT! I really liked making the marble run because I was really good 
at it.  
Nina G – My favourite bit was when I was building the block tower because I was 
laughing when it kept falling over. I didn’t win in any of the challenges but I didn’t 
mind because that’s how we learn.  
George – My favourite part was making the maze because I ended up in the learning 
pit so I knew I was learning.  
Thomas B – Making favourite bit was the egg drop challenge because I’ve never done it 
before.  
Orla – I liked the Bee-bots because they were fun.  
Well done everyone and a big thank you to the teachers for organising another great  
morning and the parent helpers who came in to help support our STEM challenges.  
Our final Enrichment Morning of this year will be on Tuesday 16th May.   



WL Enrichment Morning 2 

 



 

Owl Class News 

Owl Class have been busy artists over the last couple of weeks. The children have 
learnt about the different planets in our Solar System and they then created these 
lovely pictures using chalks and pastels. They have used smudging and blending to 
try and recreate the colours of the different planets. Fantastic work Owls! 
The children have also been studying Van Gogh's cityscapes and looking in detail at 
'Starry Night'. We have spent some time creating different shades of blue in our 
Sketch books before painting our own night sky. The children have also cut out a 
skyline from black paper and we're looking forward to seeing the assembled         
pictures! 



 

 

Get set… we’re taking part 
in Sustrans Big Walk and 
Wheel 2023 the UK’s  
largest inter-school cycling, 
walking, wheeling and 
scooting challenge. The 
challenge runs from 20-31 March. It’s free and we would love everyone to be involved. 
 
What do you need to do? 
 
Encourage your child(ren) to walk, use a wheelchair, scoot or cycle to school on as many days as 
possible during the event.  
 
Including everyone 
 
We want to make sure that everyone can get involved in Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel. 
 
We know it may be more difficult for some pupils to take part than others. If you want to discuss 
more about your child(ren)’s specific needs, please contact school and we will make sure to look 
into how your child(ren) can take part..  
 
 
Why we are taking part 
 
Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel is a great way to build physical activity in children’s daily routine 
which is important for their physical health and mental wellbeing.  
 
Active school runs also help to reduce congestion and air pollution outside the school gate. A 2021 
YouGov study showed nearly half of UK children worry about air pollution near their school. And 
that children thought active travel was the best away to bring down these pollution levels. 
Plus there are some great prizes to be won every day if we get enough children taking part! 
 
 
Useful resources 
 
To help you prepare, Sustrans has developed a handy free guide to walking, cycling or scooting to 
school. It is packed with advice to help you have hassle-free journey to school.  
 
Download your free family guide using this link: https://www.sustrans.org.uk/sign-up-to-receive-
your-free-school-run-guide/   
 
For more information about the event go to www.bigwalkandwheel.org.uk . Enjoy the challenge! 
 
Best wishes 
 
Nick Webster 
Headteacher 
 

BJS News 



 
Friday 03 March 

 
Year 3 -  Pippa & Laura 
Year 4 -  Arthur, Harrison & 
Thomas P 
Year 5 -  Holly, Mori & Ariadne 
Year 6 -  Tommy & Eva B 
 

 
Friday 10 March 
 
Year 3 -  Barney & Gwil 
Year 5 -  Miles & India 
Year 6 -  Maisy & Oliver Ha 
 
 
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS! 

Our ‘Backwell B’ awards include:   
Be your Best, Be Kind and Be Responsible 

BJS—Celebration Award Winners 

 
 

 

Caerleon Photo Gallery 

 



Life as a Roman! By Georgie and Lydia  4W 

 

 

 
On Friday, 10 March, Year 4 visited Caerleon Roman Legion Museum, where we all travelled 
back in Ɵme and experienced life as a Roman.  As quick as a flash, 58 Romans appeared in 
the \roman town of Caerleon! 
 
First 4W stayed inside and were split in to two groups, whilst 4JC went outside and learnt all 
about Roman health.  One of the groups stayed in the museum and tried to idenƟfy some 
Roman objects. The other group went into the barricade and tried on child sized suits of   
armour.  We swapped in the middle and had a try at all the acƟviƟes.  Did you know that the 
Romans believed that toothache was caused from parasiƟc tooth worms?  Don’t believe us?  
Look it up! 
 
AŌer we had our picnic lunch, we went to the Roman Baths.  Fun fact:  At Caerleon, the   
Roman Baths have been simulated using projectors rather than real water, which was very 
clever and we definitely stayed dry!  How cool is that!  There were games and quizzes for us 
to complete and an interesƟng fact video all about Roman Baths. 
 
Finally, we went to the barricade ruins and the amphitheater.  We played around in the     
ruins for a bit, at being Roman soldiers.  Did you know… Up to 6000 soldiers could live on 
the barricades!  Last, but definitely not least, before we went back to the bus, we                 
re-enacted what the Roman people would do in an amphitheater… Before we leŌ, we all 
turned back in to 58 children for the journey home. 
 
We all had an incredible day at Caerleon.  Thank you to our teachers and the wonderful  
parent helpers for joining us. 



 
 

 
What a wonderful day we had for World Book 

Day! 
 

What a wonderful day we had for World 
Book Day 2023! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

World Book Day at BJS - Wednesday 01 March 



 
 
 
 
 
 

It was fantastic to see the many different outfits and costumes linked to the children (and staff’s) favourite book 
characters!!  
 
A special mention to our winners in each class (it was too difficult to pick a winner across the whole year group!) 
 
3AJ - Millie 
3W - Mimi 
4W - Abi 
4JC - Indy 
5Y- Amelia 
5PB – Olivia 
6B- Casper (and a Highly Commended for Pixie-) 
6M- Quentin 
A selection of the winners… 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Author Visit 
We all thoroughly enjoyed Sylvia Bishop’s visit to the school too. The day started with a whole school assembly, 
where Sylvia told us about her inspiration behind writing her books, with some funny anecdotes about how she’d 
lived parts of the characters stories in her own life She also gave the children some pointers on how we can take 
ideas around us and use them as material for writing stories.  
Each year group was then treated to a workshop where Sylvia gave some very useful tips about the themes and 
vocabulary we can use in our writing. All classes were glued!  
This visit wouldn’t have been possible without the generosity of the PTA so a huge thank you again to them for 
funding the cost of this visit. 

WORLD BOOK DAY 2023 



  
 
Blind Date with a Book 
You could feel the anticipation in the air as the children laid their ‘Blind Date’ books out on the tables! It 
was lovely to see the children looking at all of the different clues and then finally exchanging their books.  
Thank you so much for supporting this activity- we were very close to whole class set in every class.  

 

 





 

Priority Football Camps 
 
Eight days packed with football fun during the Easter Holidays, for boys and girls of all abiliƟes and experience levels. 
Dates: Monday 3-Thurs 6 April & Tues 11-Fri 14 April  

Times: 9am-3:30pm, early drop-offs available 
LocaƟon: Nailsea School, BS48 2HN  
Prices: £21 per day (mulƟ-day discounts available) 
Ages: RecepƟon – Year 7 
Girls Only ‘Puma’ Groups available on both Tuesdays 
To book: www.priorityfootball.co.uk/holidaycamps 
Contact: pete@priorityfootball.co.uk 01275 261 004 



 



 

NOTICES 



 


